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FOR more years than I can remem- 1 ber, THE Hn,'Du has been in the very l 
forefront of India's fight for freedom. In 1 Its own characteristic fashion it enerw 
getically voiced our desire for liberty, � 
and while checking tile more explosive 
manifestations of rebellious spirit which � 
the chains binding uo naturally evoked, 8 forcefully urged on the laggards who 
considered personal advantage more � 
important than the country's welfare. I 
I do not remember that the British im- P perialism found It necessary on any oc­
casion to close down the offices of 
Tm: HINDu and to march o!T Its Editor u 
to jail. But Tl<!: HINDU has neverthe- " 
less been a power in the land, and one a, 
cannot wish better for a Free India e, 
than that the ••me cathollcity, modera- It 
lion and reasonableness which has been will 
its policy will continue to inspire the 
chosen leaders of the nation In Its on- 01 
ward march of progress. f< 
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While on thb occasion of rejoicing, al 
no one would wish to minimise the part SI 
played by the men who built up the spi- p, 
rit of national resistance and fought i11 
and won the battle of independence In k, 
the political lleld, It should not be for- cl 
gotten that the resurgence of the na- a, 
tional ,plrlt manilested ltseU also In bt 
other fields of activity, and that Its sue- Cl 
cess ln those other fields helped inter-
nally ' In rousing the feeling of self-con• 
fidence In our people, and externally In 
yvinning respect for India'• spiritual and 
intellectual ·calibre from the, lntellectu. 
a!JI of other nation,. The remarkable 
renalaance of Science ln India during 
the Jut . quarter of 1. century did more 
to eriabllsh abroad India', credit and 
status •• a nation than most people ru• 
lise or would be .willing to concede. 

It rives me great pleasure to respond 
to the l!:dltor'1 request to write on 
Science In Free India. In doln,i 10, I 
muat regretfull:, P'>lnt out that India h 
not :,et fre� In the field of ..:lenee. 
British lmperlallmi, while prepared 
ill tht latt resort to appl:, phyaf. 
cal force, h■• alwaya prefured to­
UM less obviou, methods of Im• 
po1ln1 her will o.n weaker peoplea. In 
an invited article which appeared a few 
year■ ago In the .American Political Sci­
ence Quarterly, I pN!8ented a picture of 
the methods by which the scientific re• 
nalssance of India was held back for a 
whole century by forelgc. rule. When 
such holding back was no longer possJ­
blo, those very ageni. who worked 
against India'■ progress claimed to be 
her greatest friends and to have lnsplr• 
ed and guided whatever progress had 
heen achieved In spite of them. A typi­
cal example of this Is to be found In an 
article In a British Journal published by 
a . • European ex-official 1clentlst who 
claimed that the father of Indian scl­
,i,nce was the orientallst Sir William 
Jones! The same ex-official showed his 
real feelings towards Indian science by 
sponsoring the formation of a predomi­
nantly olllclal organisation as a rival to 
the Indian Academy of Sciences when 
tho latter was founded, He even went to 
the length of Inspiring the Issue of an 
official circular enjoining all men of •cl­
ence holding government po.sition -not 

to join the Indian Academy of Sciences 
even If Invited to do oo by Its promot-
ers. After this, ls It surprising that the
Government of India while lavishing 
funds on the official organisation turned a 
deaf ear lo repealed requests even for • 
token grant to the Indian Academy of 
Sciences? Is It surprising that a British 
official who Is still In this country mak­
ing difficulties for us publicly defMde� 
such refusal on the ground that the offi­
cial organisation was recognl_sed by the 
GovMnment of India as the superior 
body? Is It surprising that this same offi­
cial ls now doing his best to prevent 
unity amongst Indian scientists? 

Sclenee 'can be free In India only when 
we eradicate the tendencies which a cen­
tury or more of foreign rule has left 
behind II an evil legacy, Th• worst 
legacy ls our own belief In the supe• 
riority ol Europern scientists and scien­
tific Institutions to those In our own 
country. So long as this bel(ef con­
tinues, there does not seem to me the 
remotest chance of Indian science rising 
to the level permitted by her new op­
portunities. Another evil legacy Is the 
wholly erroneous belief that the three 
letters F.R.S. after a man's name mean 
that he Is superior to those who do not 
bur that alphabt!tlcal distinction. Hav­
ing been an F. R. S. myself for a quar­
ter of a century, I know exactlv what 
those letters mean both In the Empire 
context and In relation to India. The 
Royal Society of Landen ls a strong­
hold of British imperialism containing 
M small proportion of men to whom 
science and scientiflo truth are less im­
portant than the maintenance of the 
British right to rule over the rest of the 
world. The sooner we In India realise 
this and shake free of a suoerstitious be­
l ief in th f' ability . of thP Eurooe�n peo� 
ole to guide our destL., ies in the intel ­
lectual sphere· any more than in the 
political field, the sooner we shall march 
to tha 1oal of our national ambition,. 
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