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Amrita Rao talks of how she learnt 
to cope with industry politics 

Festive 
.. frame 

A festive 
household glows 
with tradition 
during Bombe 
Habba, as dolls 
line decorated . 
steps, 
celebrating 
Navratri with 
rituals and 
shared stories 
that unite 
generations in 
joyful reverence 
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. HC to ·decide on bike 
taxi services today 

• T he future of bike taxi services in 
the state will be decided on Thurs-

. day, following a detailed study by a 
11-member government committee led 
by Transport Secretary NV Prasad. The 
.committee visited Delhi, Mumbai, Chen­
nai, Hyderabad, and Kolkata to examine 
how bike taxi services operate and the 
regulatory frameworks in these cities. 
Their report, consolidating the benefits 
and challenges of such services, will be 
submitted to the High Court on Septem­
ber 25. Based on the committee's find­
ings, the government is expected to grant 
conditional approval. - 8MB 

B'luna scientists shine on 
Over 190 scientists from 
city make global list of most 
cited researchers this year; 
city-based academicians 
laud-achievement, but 
point out scope for 
betterment in research 

I Garlma Prasher 
garima.prasher 

@timesoflndia.com 

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR 

R esearchers from Be'ngalu­
ru have made their mark 
in_ the Stanford/Elsevier 
Top 2% Scientists List for 

2025, released recently. As many 
as 193 scientists from Bengaluru 
have made it to the global list of 
most cited researchers this year. 

Out of these, the major­
ity (134 researchers) are from 
the Indian Institute of Science 
(IISc), followed by 13 research­
ers from Jawaharlal Nehru 
CenJre for Advanced Scientific 
Research 0NCASR), 6 from the 
National Centr.e for Biological 
Sciences (NCBS), 5 _researchers 
from Christ University, 4 from 
St John's National Academy of 
Health Sciences and 3 each from 
National Institute of Advanced 
Studies (NIAS), National Insti­
tute of Mental Health and Neuro 

Carrying out quallty·research requires 
Investment In Infrastructure, lncludlng cutting­

edge laboratorles, whlle quallty of PhD work 
remains a concern and research culture In 

. higher education c;ontlnues to be 
underdeveloped, says former BU Vice Chancellor 

Sciences (NIMHANS), Presidency 
University, and Raman Research 
Institute (RRI). 

Researchers from as many 
as 24 institutes in the city have 
made it to the list. The prestig­
ious list is based on a composite 
indicator (c-score), calculated 
from c·itation metrics such as 
total citations, H-index, H-index 
adjusted for the number of au­
thors, citations to single-author 
papers, citations to ~ingle or 
first-author papers, and citations 
to single, first, or last-author pa­
pers. The c-score combines these 

metrics to provide a comprehen­
sive measure of a scientist's im­
pact, accounting for both the 
quantity and the quality of their 
contributions. 

The·metrics cover the entire 
career of a scientist up to the end 
of the previous year and focus 
on citations received during the 
previous year. Researchers· are 

· classified into 22 scientific fields 
and 17 4 sub-fields, aliow'i.ng for 
a comprehensive representation 
of various disciplines. This clas­
sification _is based on the Stan­
ford University and Elsevier data 

used for the ranking. City-based 
academicians have lauded this 
achievement. However, they 
opine that there is a scope for im­
provement in research in higher 
education, not just in Bengaluru, 
but across the country. 

Improvement irl fundirlg, suf­
ficient infrastructure availability, 
along with cutting-edge labora­
tories, quality faculty, updated 
q.irricula, and strong research 
culture are the needs of the hour. 

Venugopal KR, former Vice 
Chancellor of Bangalore Uni­
versity, said that 193 is a com­
mendable figure, reflecting a sig­
nificant number of researchers 
featured in the top 2 per cent list 
of most-cited scholars. However, 
this list does not capture the 
scope of inventions, an_d there­
fore does not fully represent the 
contribution to the gl.obal re­
search landscape. "To carry out 
good research, we need invest­
ment to develop infrastructure, 
including cutting-edge laborato­
ries. The qualities of PhD work 
need improvement. Places of 
higher education are still not 
cultivating a research culture," 
he sa'id, adding that young re­
searchers should be encouraged 
to publish papers. He empha­
sised the need to look beyond, 
irlto the realms of research prod­
ucts and innovation. 

Kannada ~terary icon S~ Bhyrappa passes away at 94 
K amataka lost one of its towering 

. literary figures on Wednesday 
breadth and impact of his contribu­
tion to literature. Known for his abil­
ity to weave philosophical inquiry 
into compelling storytelling, his nov­
els often challenged readers to reflect 
on questions of culture, identity, and 

g working hours, it became 
:o get tested," ~aid one par­
mt. Another added, "It is 
important to conduct such 

with the passing of celebrated 
Kannada novelist and philosopher 
SL Bhyrappa. The 94-year-old writer, 
whose works have shaped generations 
of reade:cs and sparked couritless de­
bates, breathed his last at a private 
hospital following a cardiac arrest 
at 2.38 pm, according to an official 

morality. • 
Tributes have poured in from 

across the literary and cultural spec­
trum, with 'admirers remembering 
him as a writer who not only chroni-,.........,..,_,..~ f,...T> ,...u..,.TY'la:n 'Thi<;" .;" •hh>rn<>nt T<>l<>,.<<>rl hv ll"<htrotthana novPls. incln<lin!!' Naavi-Neralu. Mat-
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