
Schools may get women 
bus drivers and helpers
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...And other life lessons from 
she who knows better

W
e are almost at the tail 
end of the over- crowded, 
crazy mad, highly exhila-
rating Lit Fest calendar 
for 2019. There is visible 

lit fest fatigue on display, as mentally 
and physically exhausted authors, 
poets, essayists, public intellectuals, 
hangers on, hurtle from one city to 
the next, sleep-deprived, hungover, 
performing on auto pilot, reading 
from their work, posing for selfies, 
signing autographs and books, giving 
interviews to websites, bloggers, pub-
lications…. and just about managing 
to keep their eyes open throughout 
the ordeal.

From the outside, all of this 
sounds fun, glamorous, ego-satisfy-
ing… let me, as a lit fest veteran , 
assure you it’s anything but! It is a 
tedious business which seriously dis-
tracts writers from getting on with 
what they do best – write! It is often 
disruptive and soul-numbing to have 
to go from fest to fest peddling your 
books. But that’s how the cookie 
crumbles! Many writers (like Pankaj 
Mishra), shun lit fests. And sensibly 
so. They don’t need hard sell or pub-
licity. Alas, not all of us are that bless-
ed! We continue to seek validation… 
we long for approval… we love feel-
ing cherished and important. Till real-
ity bites! I was chatting with a beauti-
ful and highly successful writer in the 
author’s lounge of the recently con-
cluded Apeejay Lit Fest in Kolkata, 
when she laughed over an incident at 
last year’s JLF (billed as the ‘greatest lit 
fest on earth’). She was thrilled to be 
‘mobbed’ by hundreds of selfie-seek-
ers after her session. Flattered by the 
attention, she posed away happily, till 
one young thing innocently asked, 
“By the way… who are you? What’s 
your name?”

This is just one category of Lit Fest 
Louts – idlers who show up because 
lit fests are open to the public… and 
entry is FREE! They have never read a 
book in their lives and aren’t 
ashamed to admit it. I cringed and 
died when one such lout rose to ask a 
question to Nobel Laureate Sir Vidia 
at a packed session some years ago. 
The lady confidently demanded the 
mike and announced proudly, “I have 
not read your books – please tell me 
what you write about?” Naipaul 
paused, stared pityingly at her, and 
with a dismissive wave of his hand, 
softly said, “Next question, please….” 
A more withering put down is hard 
to find. Not that it deflated the 
woman. She rushed to the next ses-
sion by a great writer and repeated 
her asinine question. Stupefying? 
Yes. But these are unknown louts 
who don’t know better.

I am far more bothered by serial 
offenders who call themselves writers 
and cockily flash delegate badges 

across their chests. One such speci-
men boasts from various platforms 
that he has read precisely two books 
in his life (figures!)! But he has writ-
ten a few himself – bestsellers, he 
adds with a smirk. God bless him. 
Another makes it a point to hang 
around visiting authors – preferably 
white ones, claiming proximity in a 
manner that’s gross – fawning and 
flattering the person shamelessly, 
hoping to get into publicity pictures 
by default. But these types are harm-
less compared to the drunks who dis-
rupt sessions, shout and laugh 
uproariously, and think nothing of 
turning their backs on the chief 
guest during a formal address.

Why are these creeps invited year 
after year, while far better writers are 
routinely snubbed/ignored?

The politics behind lit fests is 
pretty amateurish and not half as 
lethal as outsiders imagine. But given 
the magnetic draw of the biggies, 
most writers willingly make time to 
attend the major ones. In that con-
text, it is a matter of professional eti-
quette to behave and show respect 
towards other speakers. Some writers 
simply don’t know better. When 
they aren’t scrounging around for 
invites to the prestigious publishers’ 
parties, they are busy making a nui-
sance of themselves in the authors’ 
lounge, with its open bar and free 
booze and meals. Once fortified, 
they barge into functions, stand 
where the alcohol is and chat in 
booming voices, with complete dis-
regard to others – organisers and 
winners of literary prizes included.

Drowning out a colleague’s 
acceptance speech is really most 
unforgiveable, but it happens! What 
does one call such conduct? 
Unbecoming is too mild a term. 
Boorish? The lout brigade is attention 
seeking to a pathetic extent. Instead 
of letting their books speak, they 
choose to holler themselves, making 
sure their vulgar, raucous behaviour 
gets noticed. It was shameful to sit 
through a genteel English author’s 
very eloquent opening day address, 
while the louts drank and yelled a 
few feet away, despite several polite 
requests to either leave the banquet 
hall, or muzzle that mouth.

Perhaps organisers can get togeth-
er and circulate a friendly, informal 
list of serial offenders? The names are 
known to all. These people are abso-
lute creeps who go from one lit fest to 
the next cadging drinks and offend-
ing everybody. They bring very little 
to the table besides their over-inflated 
egos. Nobody will miss them – cer-
tainly not readers, who attend ses-
sions in order to understand books, 
minds, dreams, hopes and the world 
around them. Isn’t that what lit fests 
are meant for?

‘The louts who 
ruin Lit Fests…’ 

T
he Union Ministry of 
Women and Child De-
velopment has asked the 
states to employ women 
drivers and assistant staff 

in school buses as it will inspire 
confidence in young children. The 
ministry’s advice is now making 
rounds in the State Department 
of Education and several private 
school stakeholders are mulling 
over this plan.

The move was initially mooted 
in 2018 in the Central Advisory 
Board of Education (CABE) annual 
meet by the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development (MHRD). 
At the time, the Union Ministry of 
Women and Child Development 
had stated that it is a challenge to 
provide jobs to students who com-
plete schooling under the Right to 
Education (RTE) Act provisions. 
Union Cabinet Minister for Wom-
en & Child Development, Maneka 
Gandhi, had said, “These children 
are unwilling to take up menial 
jobs. We need to link the school 
education to Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal Vikas Yojana.” The minis-
try had suggested that the MHRD 
should undertake counselling ses-
sions from Class 9 to ensure such 
students find employment that 
suits their abilities and potentials. 
Staffing school buses was thought 
to be suitable avenue at the time.

Now, private schools in Karna-
taka are planning to implement 
this.  A private school principal 
said, “For the next academic year, 
we have already started planning 
the bus routes. We are thinking 
of hiring women assistants. It will 
not just inspire the students, it is 
also a means of earning livelihood 
and we get to tap the resources 
from the local places.”

The department of education 
in Karnataka had earlier listed the 
safety and security guidelines that 
need to be followed by the schools 
in the state. A significant point in 
the guideline was to ensure that 
there are women guards or assis-
tants in the school buses.

Though several private stake-
holders are in favour of this move, 
they say that there are no resourc-
es to hire women staff. Shashi Ku-
mar, principal of Blossoms School 
and general secretary of KAMS 
said, “We have absolutely no is-
sues in taking women drivers and 
assistants but where is resource? 
When there are no women with 
valid driving license for heavy ve-
hicles how can we hire them?”

He dismissed the proposal as
a “publicity stunt”, and said, “Of 
course there are auto drivers and 
a few women bus drivers in the
government sector. But to ensure
this in private schools will be diffi-
cult.” He also pointed out that the
women assistants are sometimes
harassed by male bus drivers and
the school would find it difficult 
to address the issue of their safety.
He also felt that the early school 
timings may prove to be a prob-
lem for women.
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Private stake-holders in Karnataka mulling on proposal by Union Ministry of Women and 
Child Development; paucity of women with licence to drive heavy vehicles is a hurdle
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In an innovate step, 70 students 
from government schools in 
Bengaluru got their science class-

es in Kannada on Friday. At the 
Arivina Angala programme hosted 
by Banavasi Balaga, a city organi-
sation that promotes the Kannada 
language, the Academy Trust of 
the Indian Academy of Sciences 
and science programme outfit 
Science Utsav, the students got a 
hands-on experience with various 
experiments in Physics, Chemistry 
and Biology. All the experiments 
were explained in Kannada.

Experts hold that teaching sci-
ence experiments in Kannada will 
be an easiest way to teach kids the 
toughest concepts. Prashant Sora-
tur from Science Utsav said, “We 
should always see that kids find an 
interest in learning through their 
mother tongue.” In physics, an ex-
periment to demonstrate how not 
all shadows are black wowed the 
students, while the hands-down 

winner in biology was one on 
yeast fermentation. “We saw how
one cup of sugar, yeast and warm
water was mixed for fermentation. 
We saw how yeast microbes react
only under certain temperatures,”
described an excited student.

The students were also taken 
to the museujm dedicated to CV 
Raman in the Indian Academy
of Science. “We were shown how 
the Raman Effect happens. When 
a ray of light passed through a
medium there is a divergence of 
light,” said Gagan P Hegde, a stu-
dent from Vijay Kannada Higher
Primary School. “We conveyed to 
the students the beauty of science
in their mother tongue,” said Vas-
anth, of Banavasi Balaga.

Science in Kannada for city kids
| Nikhil Menon
mybangaloremirror
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMirror

By the end of 2018, Banga-
lore Metropolitan Transport 
Corporation (BMTC) had 
allotted Rs 7.3 crore under the 
Nirbhaya Fund to train up to 
1,000 women to drive heavy 
passenger and light motor 
vehicles. It had been part of 
the Corporation’s eff ort to in-
troduce measures to improve 
women’s safety.

More women at 
BMTC wheels

 The ministry had 
proposed this 

move to provide jobs 
to students who 
complete schooling 
under the provisions 
of RTE Act
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