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THE PRESENT REVOLUTION IN ASTRONOMY

This series is intended to convey the excitement of astronomy at the dawn of the new

millennium. It is aimed at readers from diverse backgrounds in science.

In this volume of the series, the story of the
life history of the stars is narrated in a lucid
manner, with the necessary physics
background developed in a systematic
fashion. The first part deals with the great
developments of the 1930s. This includes
the great discovery by Chandrasekhar and
the subsequent prediction of supernovae,
neutron stars and black holes. The second
part of the book is devoted to a discussion
of the modern perspective of stellar
evolution.

G Srinivasan began his career as a solid
state physicist and later switched to
astrophysics. After his PhD at the University
of Chicago, he worked at the IBM Research
Laboratory, Zurich, Switzerland; Chalmers
University of Technology, Goteborg,
Sweden; Cavendish Laboratory, University
of Cambridge; Raman Research Institute,
Bangalore. He is a Past President of the
Astronomical Society of India as well as the
Division of Space and High Energy
Astrophysics of the International
Astronomical Union. He is a Fellow of the
Indian Academy of Sciences and a former
Jawaharlal Nehru Fellow.

This series of splendid and accessible
books is very timely for it aims to
survey the contemporary scene at an
introductory level. The readers will
find Dr Srinivasan, an
internationally acclaimed leader in
this enterprise, to be a clear and
enthusiastic guide to the wonders

and mysteries of the cosmos.
Lord Martin Rees
Astronomer Royal
Master of Trinity College, Cambridge

I know of no other book on the
evolution of stars of a similar scope
and breadth that is so accessible for
undergraduate students.
E P J van den Heuvel
Professor of Astrophysics
University of Amsterdam,
The Netherlands

Cover image: This stunning picture of the supernova remnant Cassiopeia A (Cas A) is a composite of images taken
by three of NASA's Great Observatories. Infrared data from the Spitzer Space Telescope are coloured red;
optical data from the Hubble Space Telescope are yellow; and X-ray data from the

Chandra X-ray Observatory are green and blue.

Credit:

X-ray: NASA/CXC/SAO; Optical: NASA/STScl; Infrared: NASA/JPL-Caltech/Steward/O.Krause et al
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