
C H A P T E R  2 

BEGINNINGS OF MODERN SCIENCE AND S C I E N T I F I C  

JOURNALS I N  I N D I A  ( 1 7 0 0  - 1 9 0 0 )  

We discuss b r i e f l y  i n  t h i s  chapter the  ea r l y  begin- 

nings o f  science i n  I nd i a  s t a r t i ng  around 1700 till the  

end o f  t he  n ine teenth  century.  Th is  background w i l l  

place i n  perspective the growth o f  science journals  i n  

Ind ia .  

Though we beg in  ou r  s tudy f rom t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  

century, it i s  wel l  known t h a t  some branches o f  knowl- 

edge l i k e  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  astronomy, medicine, alchemy 

were be ing  pursued i n  I n d i a  much b e f o r e  t h i s  t ime .  

S c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y  d i d  no t  s t a r t  i n  I n d i a  a l l  o f  a 

sudden but  slowly over centuries. However, t he  begin- 

n ing  o f  modern science (as i t  i s  p rac t i sed  today a l l  

over the world), s ta r ted  i n  I nd i a  i n  the  1700's w i t h  

the European traders,  missionaries and administrators 

g e t t i n g  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  resources  o f  t h e  

country .  Even before t he  B r i t i s h  empire s t a r t e d  i t s  

conquest over o thers  i n  I n d i a  (Portuguese, Dutch and 

French), attempts had been made t o  c o l l e c t  informat ion 










































