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AN ANGRY TOAD-HEADED AGAMID LIZARD FROM ARABIA REARS UP ON ITS HAUNCHES, ITS MOUTH OPEN MENACINGLY AND ITS TAIL CURLED STIFFLY

Here One Moment, Gone the Next

To escape danger, many reptiles simply run away.
Others hide in holes, under rocks and in similar in-
accessible spots. A few, however, do not have retreats
regularly available to them and must rely on such
protective measures as threats and burrowing. The
Arabian toad-headed lizard and the South African
puff adder, both desert dwellers, bury themselves in
sand to elude their enemies, But before wriggling
underground, the courageous little lizard assumes a
defensive stance and tries to bluffits attacker. Ifhard

A SOUTH AFRICAN DWARF PUFF ADDER, RETREATING INTO THE SAND TAIL FIRST, WRIGGLES (TS BODY TO SINK BELOW THE SURFACE, AS IT DESCENDS
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put, it will even bite, usually holding on so tightly
that its jaws must be pried loose. Another desert
lizard of the same family grimaces ferociously, ex-
panding and reddening large folds of skin at the
corners of its mouth.

Should the bluff fail, the lizard quickly buries it-
self by tilting its body from side to side and edging
into the sand. At first it ploughs in with its sloping
head, but once under the surface, it arches the neck
upwards and is in a position to crawl out again after
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the enemy leaves. Besides burrowing to hide from
enemies, this and other desert reptiles go under
the sand simply to escape the intense heat of
the sun.

The dwarf puff adder, although equipped with
fangs and venom glands that give the back of the
head a swollen look, does not stand up to an enemy
as the toad-headed lizard does, but wriggles into the
sand immediately, leaving a ghostly impression be-
hind in the surface. It is aided in its downward re-

BUT WHEN ITS BLUFF FAILS, IT ROCKS ITS BODY FROM SIDE TO SIDE AND DISAPPEARS HEAD FIRST INTO THE SAND, WHISKING TS TAIL UNDER LAST

treat by scales which work the grains away from the
bottom and sides of its thick body.

The dwarf puff adder’s eyes are well protected
from irritating grains of sand by the clear shields, or
spectacles, covering them, found in all snakes. The
toad-headed lizard does not have these shields, but
does have scaly “eyebrows™ which project out over
its eyes, and long scales that fringe the eyelids and
serve as lashes. Above ground, these “lashes’ help to
keep wind-blown particles and dust out of the eyes.

VERTICALLY, ITS RASP-LIKE SCALES PUSH THE GRAINS OVER ITS BACK. IN THE LAST PHOTOGRAPH, ONLY {TS HEAD AND THE TIP OF ITS TAIL SHOW








































































































