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3. DARTER or SNAKE-BIRD
(Anhinga rufa)
Hindi: Bdnbé (Bihar)

A large, black water bird with silvery streaks on the back, a
long brown snake-like neck, and pointed bill. Found all over
JIndia on -streams, village tanks and jheels, especially where
there ‘arc plenty of trees on which it can perch and dry its
ings when not fishing. Its staple food is fishywhich it catchess
nderwater, being an expert diver and swimmer. '

4. LITTLE CORMORANT -
(Phalacrocorax niger)

Hindi: Pan kowrea, Canhil (Bihar)

A glistening black water bird about the size of a Pariall Kie,
found in more or less the same sort of habitat as the Darter,
~usually in Jarge flocks. Like the latter it is often found sunning its
outspread wings on dead tree stumps, sandspits, or partially sub-
merged rocks. -Cormorants often huntin flocks, pursuing shoals
of fish and diving after them again and again with feverish
activity. Its main food is fish.
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MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill , Tarsus Tail
. (from feathers)
ae 257-276 50-61 ¢. 47-52 132-144 mm.
generally :
54-58

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris green or blue-green. Bill dark brown, base of lower
mandible reddish horny, gular skin vellow; naked skin of face black-purplish in the
breeding season, yellowish at other times. Legs and feet black (Baker),

28. Little Gormorant, Phalacrocorax niger (Vieillot)

Hydrocorax niger Vieillot, 1817, Nouv. Dict. Hist. Nat. 8: 88 (East Indies=Bengal) |
Baker, FBI No. 2182, Vol, 6: 280
Plate 2, fig. 2, facing p. 32

LOCAL NaMES. Pdn kowwa, jogrdbi (Hindi); Pdn kawri also for shag (Bengal);
Neetikaki (Telugu); Kddal kagam, Neer kigém (Tamil); Diya kawa (Sinhala);
Kdkaidravu (Malayalam). ‘

size. Jungle Crow -+; length ¢. 51 cm. (20 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Smaller size, comparatively shorter bill and longer
tail, and absence of yellow on gular skin distinguish it from the Shag.
Size difference perceptible only when the two seen together.

Adult (breeding). Black overall with a bluish or greenish sheen. Upper
back and wing-coverts dark silvery grey, scalloped with black. A short crest
on occiput and nape and a few scattered silky white feathers and plumes
on forecrown and sides of head. In non-breeding plumage crest and white
feathers in head disappear, and throat becomes white. Sexes alike.

Young (immature). Above, brown, the back with paler scalloping.
Below, paler, with throat and centre of abdomen white. ~

Chick (c. one week old). Head bald shiny livid red, with naked
scrawny neck. Body covered with dingy black down.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, with local movements
depending on water conditions. Found through the subcontinent and in
Ceylon. Absent in the Himalayas and northern West Pakistan. Affects
jheels, rivers, 1rr1gat10n reservoirs and canals, village tanks, tidal estuaries,
etc.

Extralimital. Burma Thailand, Inclochm't Malaysia, Indonesia east to
the Greater Sunda Islands.

GENERAL HABITS. As of the Family (q.v.) and very similar to the preced-
ing, with which it commonly associates and is frequently confused. Solitary
birds, or twos and threes on village tanks and tidal estuaries, to great flocks
on the larger inland waters, and enormous congregations at the traditional
rookeries, e.g. Keoladeo Ghana in Rajasthan and Vedanthangal in Madras
. State, When not on water, usually seen perched upright on trees, stakes,
or rocks, sunning themselves, wings and tail spread open. In the feverish
jostling during the communal hunts, in which densely packed rabbles
participate, the birds often leap-frog over their fellows in their eagerness to
plunge after a shoal of fish~-manoeuvres reminiscent of starlings at a swarm
of grasshopper nymphs.



5 GREY HERON
(A rdea cinerea)

Yindi: Nari, Kdabad, Awjdn’

A large, lanky, cgret-like marsh bird often found standing
motionless in che shallow water on the margin of reedy jhecls
and tanks. Aldough it seems to be asleep it s m fact fully
alert and peering intendy for any fish or frog that wight blunder
within striking range.  The bird keeps quite still, chen, at a
suitable opportumity, seizes the prey in its beak wich lighming
quickness.

6. LITTLE EGRET
.(Egretta garzetta ) -
Hindi: Rilchia bdgla, Kdrchia bdgld

A snow-white egret found on most jheels, tanks, and ponds in India.
In the breeding season it develops fine lacy feathers on its back and
breast, and a long drooping crest of two narrow plumes. It was
formerly killed in large numbers by professional hunters for these
ornamental feathers which fetched high prices. Fish and frogs
constitute the main dier of these birds.



7. CATTLE EGRET '

(Bubuleus ibis)
Hindi: Sarkhid bdgla, Gai bagla

A snow-white bird with a vellow bill, met with on grass and
pasturcland, and also on the margins of jheels and lakes. In the
breeding season flimsy orange-buff feathers cover its head, neck
cand back, It is usually in attendance on grazing cattle, feeding
- on grasshoppers and other inscets disturbed by the angmal’s
progress. It also relishes frogs, lizards, and flics. ’

8. POND HERON or PADDY BIRD
_(;‘11’({':0](1 grayii)
Hindi: Andha bdgla, Bagli (Bihar)

A common waterside bird, carthy brown while at rest, becoming
astonishingly transformed when it suddenly opens its snow white
wings in flight. Found at most village and temple tanks, and ponds and
puddles even in the heart of populous towns. Its food consists of frogs,
fish, crabs and insccts. Large congregations collect to roost in favourite
trees every evening in company with Little and Cattle Egrets.
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departure frora the normal ®dition in its close relatives of the genus Arnas. Pre-
viously placed in a separate genus, Marmaronetia,~considered from structure and
habits to bridge Neition with Anas, now united (Johnsgaard 1961, Bull. B.O.C,,
81: 37-43), o )

- Chick (in down). Like Mallard (q.v.) in pattern, but brownish grey above, pale
grey below,

MEASUREMENTS _ B
ol Wing Bili Tarsus * Tail
i 205-215 43-45 36-38 85-105 mm.
Q9 198-205 -— — —

: : (Delacour)
Weight @ 1 1b. 3. 0z. to 1 1b. 5 oz. (. 535-592 gm.); @ 11b. to 11b. 3 0z. (e
450-535 gm.) (Hume & Marshall). .
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Iris brown. Bill blackish with a dull grey-green triangle
at the base (more pronounced in Q) and a whitish subterminal line in . Legs
and feet olive-brown, the webs blackish. '

93, Pintail. Anas acrta Linnaeus

Anas .acuta Linnacus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1: 126 (Sweden)
Baker, FBI No. 2274, vol. 6: 437
Plate 1, fig. 4, facing p. 16

LOCAL NAMES. Sand, Seenkh pdr (Hindi); Kokdrdli, Drigésh (Sind); Dhritgiichho
(Kufch); Dig hans, Badd digar, Sholonche (Bengal); Dighdnch (Mirshikars, Bihar);
Digunch (Nepal); Nanda, Nanja (Orissa); Nejal hdns, Dighal negi (Assam): Daophlantu
Ioubi (Cachar); Meitunga (Manipur).

sizé. Domestic duck —; length & ¢, 56-74 cm. (22-29 in.}.™

FIELD CHARACTERS. ‘ . ' -

Male (breeding). Elongated body, slender neck, and long pointed
pin-like central tail-feathers diagnostic. Black under tail-coverts with a broad
buff patch in front, additional pointers. Head, face, and throat chocolate;
hindneck black. A white band running down either side of neck, broadening
into white of breast and belly. Upper plumage and flanks largely grey,
finely vermiculated with black. Conspicuous silver-grey cdges to long black
pinnate scapulars and upper tail-coverts. Speculum metallic bronze-green.

Male (in eclipse). More or less like female, sometimes with the mantle
dark ashy- or blackish grey coarsely vermiculated with greyish white.
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Anas POECILORHYNCHA J. R. Forster
‘Key to the Subspecies

. ; Page

A No white band posterior to the speculum........ A. p. zonorhyncha 159
B A broad white band posterior to the speculum...............00.n. 1

1 A red spot on each side of base of bill..... voveno Ao po poecilorhyncha 157

No red spots on bill...... e A. p. haringloni 159

97. Spotbill Duck. Anas poecilorhyncha poecilorhyncha J. R. Forster

Anas poccilorhyncha J. R, Forster, 1781, Indian Zool. : 23, pl. 13, f. 1 (Ceylon)
Baker, FBI No. 2265, Vol. 6: 421

LOCAL NAMES. Gdrm pdi, Gugral (Hindi); Hdnjdr (Sind); Ldddim (Mirshikars,
. Bihar) ; Vdddun (Nepal terai); Kara (Manipur); Bor mdghi hans (Assam).
size. Domestic duck; length ¢. 61 cm. (24 in.).

FIELD GHARAGCTERS. A large duck of scaly-pattérned bufly grey and
dark brown plumage. Narrowly black-and-white margined metallic green
' wing speculumn, bordered above (posteri-
orly) h} a broad pure white bar particularly
conspicuous in flight, Bright coral-red legs,
yellow-tipped dark bili, and two swollen
orange-red spots at its basc on either side of

forehead, are further diagnostic clues.

Xk

Female slightly smaller and duller than male; but conclusive sex
differentiation possible only on voice (q.v.).

Young (immature). Like adult but paler, less spotted below, and with
no red spots at base of bill. ~

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, nomadic, and locally
migratory. Common and widely though _capriciously distributed, and
nowhere really abundant. Throughout the Indian subcontinent, locally
up to ¢. 1200 m. elevation, east of the lower Indus river (occasionally
Baluchistan), and Kashmir (to ¢ 1800 m.) to western Assam, South to
Mysore, and occasionally Ceylon. Trequents reedy and vegetation-covered
jheels, shallow irrigation tanks, etc. Rarely also on rivers,

A flock of over 200 (subspecies?) reported on Neill Island, Andamans
Group (E. G. Silas, in gpist., March 1960), but its occurrence there needs
confirmation.

GENERAL HADITS, Very similar to the Mallard, usually seen in pairs,
family parties, or moderate sized flocks. A strong flier but less quick in
take-off’ than the Mallard, rising less abruptly and vertically. Prized by
sportsmen as much for its sporting qualities as for excellence as a table bird.
A non-diving duck, ohmining most of its food by walking about and grubb-
ing on marshland or in wet paddyfields, or by up-ending in shallow water
to reach the bottomn mud, tail sticking above the surface and legs kicking
to maintain the vertical stance. But it can dive very effectively to evade
capture when wownded or moulting wing, surfacing only momentarily in a
flash, or with just the bifl showing. Often it holds on thus to partially sub-
merged \egct( tion one remains completely hidden from view.
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126l

Anas falcata

BN

Breeding Non-breeding

Museum Diacrosts. Upper and lower tail-coverts in both sexes very long, extend-
ing beyond the ﬁps of the rectrices, Female confusingly like female Gadwall except
for colour of legs, and chiefly the different wing speculum,.

In female Gadwall entire visible portions of inner secondaries pure_twhite, terminal
portions of their larger coverts black; in female falcata visible portions of all inner
secondaries black (with a metallic green rellection) narrowly tipped with white,
and terminal portions of their greater coverts white.

For detailed description of plumage see Baker, loc. rit.

MEASUREMENTS :
Wing . Bill Tarsus Tail
g 230-242 40-42 © o .37—40 82-85 mm.
Q9 225-235 38-40 —_ —
: (Delacour)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet drab, olive-
grey, or olive-brown; webs and toes black. '

103. Wigeon. Anas penclope Linnaeus

Anas penelope Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1: 126 (Sweden)
Baker FBI No. 2270, Vol. 6: 429
Plate 1, fig, 1, facing p. 16

LOCAL NAMES. Peasan, Patari, Pharia, Chhita ldlsir (Hindi); Chhéta ldlsir (Bengal);
Aroon (Mirshikars, Bihar); Chepun (Nepal); Pharao (Sind; Gujarat, Nal Sarovar);
Khaltriya kunda (Assam); Thdnggongmdl ( = ‘like the Brahminy’, referring to the
drake’s ruddy head, Manipur), =~

size. Domestic duck —; Gadwall —; length ¢. 49 em. (19 in.).






17. LESSER WHISTLING TEAL or TREE DUCK

{Dendrocygna javapica)

Hindi: Seelhi, Seelkdhi

Another resident duck, smaller than the Spotbill, found practically
throughout the plaius of India, on all reed and foating vegetation-
covered tanks and jheels, often also swampy paddyficlds. It is a tree
duck and foves such water as has trees growing in or around it, on
the branches of which it can perch and roost. Though good walkers

and divers, the birds have a feeble flapping flight. They eat paddy

grains, tender shoots, cte. as well as animal matters,

191

18. COTTON TEAL
(Nettapus coronmandelianiis)

Hindi: Girrd, Gargirra

The smallest and commonest of our resident ducks. Usually found in
small flocks wherever there is water with much floating vegetation.
Where unmolested it becomes very tame, swimming about and tipping
for food on village tanks near human beings. The birds utter a peculiar
clucking during their swift flight, and are good divers. Their food
consists of vegetable matter, especially rice, plus worms and crustacea.




20. BRAHMINY KITE
{Haliastur indus)

Hindi: Dhobid cheel, Khémkdrni (Bihar) R

e

A rather less common bird of prey, usually found near any kind

of fresh or sea-water, although it freely enters the precincts of
towns and villages to scavenge in the company of the Pariah. Docks
and harbours are amongst its favourite haunts. Apart from offal,
which it prefers to pluck off the surface of the water, it cats land
crabs in the monsoon, and also lizards, fish, frogs, and small snakes,

19. PARIAH KITE

(Milvus migrans)
Hindi: Cheel ’

A commen and familiar brown fork-tailed hawk found around
any habitat 7, usually seen perched on a roof-top, pole,
or tree, or sailing . che air. Itis one of our most useful scaven-
gers and helps to keep urban arcas clean. Iv eats dead rats, offal
and every kind of garbage, and sometimes lifts young chickens
of poultry. Its call is a shrill ewe-wir-wir-wir-wir uttered both
from a perch and when on the wing. ‘




19. PARIAH KITE

(Milvus migrans)
Hindi: Cheel

A commen and familiar brown fork-tailed hawk found around
any habitat 7, usually seen perched on a roof-top, pole,
or tree; or sailing u. the air. It is one of our most useful scaven-
gers and helps to keep urban areas clean. Tt ears dead rats, offal
and every kind of garbage, and sometimes lifts young chickens
of poultry. Its call is a shrill ewe-wir-wir-wir-wir uttered both
from a perch and when on the wing. '

20. BRAHMINY KITE

(Haliastur indus)

IPERETE
A rather less common bird of prey, usually found near any kind
of fresh or sea-water, although it freely enters the precinets of
towns and villages to scavenge in the company of the Pariah. Docks
and harbours are amongst its favourite haunts. Apart from offal,
which it prefers to pluck off the surface of the water, it cats land
crabs in the monsoon, and also lizards, fish, frogs, and small snakes.




21, SHIKRA
(Astur badius)
Hindi: Shikra

A small familiar hawk found throughout the Indian subcontinent in |
open wooded country and light deciduous jungle. It captures its
prey—ground-feeding small birds, lizards, rats, frogs, locusts, etc.—
by taking them by surprise, pouncing on them without warning
from an ambush in a leafy” tree. Individuals sometimes become a
nuisance by taking to chicken-lifting. It has a number of harsh,
loud calls.

ARDRR AT

22, WHITEBACKED VULTURE
(Gyps bengalensis)
Hindi: Gidh

Our commonest vulture fonnd throughout Indi» * 21l types
of country except dense humid forest, sir gatherings
or rabbles. Ugly and repulsive at rest, but very graceful and
majestic when soaring and circling high up in the sky. As scaven-
gers, the birds are invaluable to Man. Whenever their keen eyc
detects a carcase, large numbers collect from all sides and dispose
of it within an incredibly short time.
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‘157. White-eyed ‘zzard—Eagle. Butastur teesa {Franklin)

Circus Teesa Franklin, 1832 (1831), Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., pt. 1: 115
(Farther India=Ganges-Nerbudda, apnd Baker)
Baker, FBI No. 1774, Vol. 5: 104
Plate 11, fig. 1, facing p. 208

LOCAL NAMES. Tisa (Hindi); Bude mali gedda (Telugu); Yellur (Yerkali); Parundu
(Malayalam, for all hawks).

size. Jungle Grow = ; length ¢. 43 cm. (17 in.). .

FIELD CHARACTERs. A small greyish brown hawk with white throat, tw
dark check-stripes, and a third central stripe running down from chin, A
small whitish patch on nape. Underparts brown and whitish. Orange-yellow
cere and white (or pale yellow) eyes conspicuous at close range and through
binoculars. At rest closed wings reach almost to end of rufous-tinged tail.
Sexes alike.

In overhead flight silvery grey-brown undersides of broad, blunt wings,
contrasting with darker body, a suggestive clue. From above a patch of
bufly grey on wing shoulder is conspicuous.

Young (immature). Feathers of crown and nape brown with broad pale
edges. Forehead and a broad supercilium buffy white. Underparts variable,
white to buff, the feathers- more or less streaked with dark brown. Cheek-
stripes narrow or absent. _

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident practically throughout
our area from about 1200 m. in the Himalayas (less common south of
Machya Pradesh) to Kanyakumari, and from W. Pakistan (Baluchistan)
to Assam and E. Pakistan. Nepal. Absent in Ceylon. Affects open deciduous
forest, and scrub-and-bush and cultivated country in the plains. Avoids
moist forest biotope.

Extralimital. Northern and western Burma south to Tenasserim.

GENERAL HABITS. Sluggish and usually tame. Single birds seen day after
day perched on the same stump, tree-top or telegraph pole in a chosen
locality whence they pounce on any small animals of
manageable size that show themselves in the surround-
ings below. Sometimes one will take up its position
on the ground, on some mound or boundary stone
in scrub jungle or cultivation whence to hurl itself on
any lizard or grasshopper that stirs in the proximity,
changing the coign of vantage from time to time.
QOccasiontally walks about in the open, picking up
flying termites as they emerge from their holes, or on
charred ground after a forest fire, even while the
rubbish is still smouldering, looking for roasted
lizards and other titbits. Although somewhat sluggish,
its flight is swift and direct, attained by rapid strokes
of the rounded wings, reminiscent of a shikra. In the
breeding season the birds become very noisy. Pairs
commonly soat in. circles high up in the sky for long
periods and also indulge in spectacular aerial play,
side-slipping, somersaulting, and stooping at each
other with astonishing velocity,

17



FALCONS 365

MuseuM DIAGN(. Differs from Kestrel in wing formula (see diagram); in
" male having the brick-red mantle wnspotted, and lores and feathers next the bill

rufous ¢, white or creamy white. Claws in both sexes pale yellow instead of black.

Nominate race nawmanni (Europe, W. Asia) usually has less grey in median and

lesser wing-coverts, but this character variable. For details of plumage see Baker,
loc. cit.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
) (from feathers)
3o . 222-244 1617 ¢. 32-35 142-156 mm.

Two adults measured in the flesh:
, (from skull) , .
& ' 250 ‘ 20 34 16! mm,
o] 241 20 34 146 mm.
Both in body moult and very fat, 8 January (SA). ‘
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris deep brown, Bill bluish horn, yellowish at base,
blackish at tip; cere and orbital skin orange-yellow. Legs and feet bright chrome
yellow; claws paler.

FaLco TiNNUNQULUS Linnaeus
Key to the Subspecies

, Page
Colour of upperparts paler.....oooiviivrirriiiiiiianss F. t, tinnunculus 365
Colour of upperparts richer, more brick-red........ «... I 1. objurgatus 368
Colour of upperparts darker, more heavily barred........ F. t. interstinctus 367

222, European Kestrel. Falco tinnunculus tinnunculus Linnaeus

Faleco Tinnunculus Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1:90
(Europe, restricted type locality, Sweden, apud Hartert)
Baker, FBI No. 1740, Vol. 5: 61

LOCAL NAMES.  Karontia, Koruttia, Khermutia, Narzinak &, Narzi @ (Hindi);
Thonddld muchi géddd, Thondidld doshi gadu (Telugu); Ting kyi (Lepcha); Cherupullu
(Malayalam),

size. Pigeond-; length ¢. 36 cm. (14 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A small, slender falcon with pointed wings and rather
rounded tail remarkable for its habit of hovering stationary in one spot for
many seconds at a time — ¢ hanging in the air’,

Male (adult). Above, crown, nape, and sides of neck ashy grey fincly
streaked with blackish. A blackish cheek-stripe. Mantle bright brick-red with
pear-shaped black spots, Rump, upper tail-coverts, and tail grey, the last
tipped with white and with a broad black subterminal bar. Below, vinous-buff
streaked on breast and spotted on abdomen and flanks with blackish,

Female. Above, including crown and nape, pale rufous, cross-barred on
back with black, Rump and tail normally tinged with grey. Below, paler than
in male and with the markings denser and browner. Also slightly larger.

Young (immature). & like ¢, but soon acquiring a good deal of grey
in taii, and grey rump and upper tail-coverts, (Completely blue-grey tail at
¢. 15 months’ moult — Ticehurst.)
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Then suddenly lowers head steeply and utters a number of Mcper, hollower,
wmetallic notes whumb-ulomb-uhant (e as jn * put’) more capidly than the
previous series, (The wumb sound is of the volune and quality of a lemon-
sized pebble dropped into a decp welll) After 10 or 12 utwnbs vuiscs head
again, uttering maybe 5 or 6 kluck-kluck-kluck notes while doing so. With
head back in the original position the bird is now ready to begin it all over
again, The calling contiuues thus for hall an hour (or more) at a stretch.
T¢ is accompanied by a puffing out of the neck and raising of its feathers as
in a Bittern (Bolawus) booming (K. K. Neelakantan, JBNIS 55: 560-1).

BREEDING.  Season, chiefly the monsoon onths, June to September.
In Ceylon, May and possibly July-August (January-February also recorded);
in the Maldives June~July (Phillips). Nest, a large concave or deep cup-
shaped pad of scdges, rush-leaves, grass, ctc. sometimes domed over with
the surrounding substrate to form a bower. Placed in tangled reed-beds in
large swamps and jhecls, or amongst standing rice plants in an inundated

rice-field, Egus, normal clutch 3 to 6 (sownctimes up to 8 and even 9) rather

tong ovals closely resemibling Coot’s; from alwost white through pale pink
or yetlowish stone-colour to deep brick-pink, with longitudinal Llotches and

spots of reddish brown fairly profuse all over but slightly denser at the broad’

end. Average size of 100 eggs 42:2 <31:0 mm. (Baker)., Cock probably
monogyuous, but not proved. Also not known whether he assists in incuba-
tion; period unrecorded.

Museun Dracnosis

Chick (in down). Black above, more brownish below.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bitl Tarsus i Lail
(* culmen ’)
el 211227 37--38 75-77 77 83 mn,
QQ 172-184 32-34 6568 65-75 mu,
{Buker)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. ¢ (hreeding). luvis bright red. Bill and shield at base
blood red, paling to dusky yellow at 1ip; “ horn* bright red. Legs and leet dull to
bright red. @ and non-breeding @ fxis yellow or yellowish Lrown, Bill and small
triangle at its base (on forehead) yellowish. Liegs and feet dull greenish brown.

sisceLLaNeous,  Highly prized as a fighting hird iu Sythet, East Pukistan,
large sums of money being wagered on the mains. Fanciers used to collect
the eggs and hatch them with the heat of their own bodies in a half-coconut
shell for protection, wrapped in cloth and kept tied against their bellies day
and night. Incubation takes about 24 days, during which time the human
incubator is constrained to eschew all baths | Whether this practice is still
in vogue is not known.

Genus GALLINULA Brisson
Gallinula Brisson, 1760, Qrn. 1: 50; 61 2. Type, by tautonymy,
Gallinula Brisson == Fulica chlvropus Linnaeus
Toes extraordinarily long, fringed with narrow straighi-edged lateral membranes
- (not broad and lobed as in Coot). Middle toe without claw much longer than tarsus,
" Bill of moderate length, Lase of wolinen continned on forchead as a flat rounded

e T 2 e TN
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frontal shicld, red in adults; nostrils long and narrow, Sccond primary (as.) longest,
or 2nd and 3rd subequal; Ist primary about equal to 5th or 6th.

Genus widespread in the Old and New Worlds; only a single species within
our limits. ’

347, Indian Moorhen. Gallinula chloropus indica Blyth

Gallinula chloropus? var. indicus Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 887 (Calcutta)
Baker, FBI No. 2026, Vol. 6: 28
Plate 24, fig. 3, facing p. 128

LOCAL NaMES., Jdl mirghi, Pani murghi (Hindi); Tech (Kashmiri); Bodor (Bihar);
Fdl murgi, Dakab paira (Bengal); Fumbu kidi, Bolli kadi (Telugu); Paat dren or drel
(= ‘lake waterhen’— Manipur); Wil kukkuld (Sinhala); Tannir kézhi, Kanan kéli
(Tamil); Pdtta kizhi (Malayalam); 7dl kakddi (Gujarati); Pdn kimbdi (Maraihi),

size. Grey Partridge 4-3 length ¢. 32 cmn. (12} in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS., General effect on land typical of rail; on water
that of a small duck.

Adult. Above black, slaty grey and brown with a diagnestic white
Lorder to the closed wings. Below slaty grey, paler and whitsh on centre of
abdomen. Under tuil-coverts white
with a black central patch., Green
bill, bright red frontal shicld on
forehead, longish green legs with
long slender toes ure additional
pointers. Sexes alike. .

Young (immature). Overall
more hrown less grey, the lower

ol parts inuch mixed with white. Biif
and frontal shield greenish brown.

For downy chick see Museumn Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and BHABITAT. Resident and partly winter visitor,
when its numbers everywhere get vastly augmented. All Tndia, bot Pakis-
tans, Nepal, Ceylon. Chiefly lowlands, but also breeding up to considerable.
elevations in the outer Himalayas and peninsular hills, e.g. to ¢, 2400 metres
in Kashmir and ¢. 2000 m. in the Nilgiris. Affects jheels and swamps, with
beds of scdges and bulrushes, and tangles of lotus and other floating vegeta-
tion interspersed with sheets of open water. Also reed-margined ponds,
village tanks, ditches, etc. Shifis locally with water conditions.

Extralimital. Southern Tibet, 8. and E. China, Japan, Burma, Thailand,
central Malay Peninsula, Cambodia, Hainan (?), Formosa and the Ryukyu
Islands. ¥

MIGRATION. No ringing data. In the Kurram Valley, NW. Pakistan
(where small numbers breed) recorded as occurring chicﬂy‘ on spring
migration passage in March and April (Whitehead, 1909, Tbis: 271), Passes
through Chitral in May (Perreau, JBNHS 19: 920). Cowmon only on
passage in Gilgit in April and October (Scully, SF 10: 142).

GENERAL HaBITS. Keeps in pairs or small parties; after inilux of winter
migrants in larger congregations, often of 50 or more, Spends most of it time
on the water, paddling about amongst the lily pads aund «ther floatin,
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vegetation, Rides high like a duck, its swimming accompunicd. by rhythmics!
jerky bobs of the head and upward flicks of the erect tail, flashing the white
coverts underneath, This action also characteristic as the bird saunters about
with an upright carriage over the floating tangles in search of food, Usually
keeps to the edge of reed-beds, withdrawing into them uickly and quietly
on alarm. Trusis to its legs and paddling for escape, and flics reluctantly,
either clambering up reed stems to launch itself from a height or skittering
along the water like a coot to get airborne. Is a seemingly feeble flier with
rapidly flapping wings and dangling legs but capable of susiained long-
distance migration over liigh mountains, Can dive creditably when hard
pressed.

Foop. Omnivorous: seeds, fruits, and shoots of water-plants, molluscs,
insects and their larvae, young frogs and small fish. Sometimes wanders
into cultivation away from swamps to feed in the early morning and at
dusk, and to some extent nocturnally.

voick and caris. Normally very quiet, only an occasional loud karuck
announcing its presence in a reed-bed, Noisy when breeding, mostly in the
mornings and evenings — a sharp, loud and abrupt #tirrik-krek-rek-rek
constantly uttered. Also a number of softer chuckling notes. ¢ A cackling

“Jlaugh ” lower in piich than the Little Grebes® (Nicholls). Clucking

noises when alerting or cominanding chicks: ¢ Unborn chicks even before
breaking the shell understand these calls of their parents, ceasing their
subdued chirping the moment they hear the danger call® (R. S. P. Bates,
1952: 295},

BREEDING. Season, in Kashmir (where it 1s perhaps the commonest water
bird and breeds abundantly on the Dal, Anchar, and other lakes) May to
August, chiefly June and July; in the Peninsula during the SW. monsoon
months July, August, September; in Ceylon March to August. Sometimes
two successive broods raised. WNest, a bulky mass of sedges and bulrush
leaves placed in a dense reed-bed a few inclies above water level; rarely
even in a tree near or overhanging water. Eggs, 5 to 12, pale yellowish to
warm buff stone-colour, thinly and more or less evenly spattered all over
with small blotches of dark reddish brown. Average size of 71 eggs 414 X
29.6 mm. (B. B. Osmaston, 1927, JBNHS 32: 146). Both sexes share nest-
building, incubation and care of the young; incubation period ¢. 21 days.

" The perturbed parents occasionally slap the water with the wings (akin
. to injury-feigning) in an attempt to draw away the intruder from the
“brood.

: Musgum Diacnoss, For details of pluinages (and bionomics) of the nominate
‘race see Witherby, 1941, 5: 197-204. G. ¢. indica differs from it only in being some-
what smaller, with a relatively smaller bill.

Chick (in down). Deep grey-black all over.

 MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
, (from feathers)
R P 38-41 P
C@e 12072 00 g f 47-50 52-68 min,
: ‘ (Baker)

v ‘Ft‘:n/'xa\le only slightly smaller than male.
1L 9 tarsus 46-50 mm.; middle toe without claw 55-67 mm. (V. C. Ambedkar).

‘1}_““‘.,. -




COLOURS OF £ PARTS, Iris red. Frontal shield and base of bill red, the terniinal
third greenish yellow. ‘ Tibia and front of tarsus greenish yellow, hinder part of
tarsus and all tocs slaty green; an orange ring round the tibia just below the feathered
portion ’ (Oates). 4

347a. Malay Moorhen. Gallinula chloropus orientalis Horsfield
Gallinula orientalis Horsfield, 1821, Trans, Linn, Soc. London, 13: 195 (Java)

LocaL NaMES. None recorded.

sizE and FIELD GCHARACTERsS. As of 347. See Museuin Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and nasirat. A single example collected in March
1964 near Port Blair marks an addition to the avifauna of the Andaman Is.
as well as of India. Status not known (Abdulali, JBNHS 61(3): 514-15).

Extralimital. Southern Malay Peninsula, Swnatra, Java, Borneo, Kan-
gean, Bali, Lombok, Sumbawa and Celebes (Sulawesi) — Peters,

CENERAL HABITS, FOOD, vOICE and carrs. Unrecorded.

BREEDING. Unrecorded.

MuseuM Diacnosts.  Differs from 347 in having the frontal shield wider, extending
back on forchead to above the eyes. Plumage somewhat darker, practically the
entire upperparts being without any olive-brown tinge.

MEASUREMENTS, Sex? Wing 170; bill (from gapc) 30 mm. (Abdulali).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Asin 347,

Genus Porrpuvrio Brisson

Porphyrio Brisson, 1760, Orn, 1: 48; 5: 522, Type, by tautonymy,
Porphyrio Brisson == Fulica porphyriv Linnaeus
Large moorhens distinguished by blue coloration and by the broad {rontal shield
covering the whole anterior crown, and truncated posteriorly. Bill deep, short, and
compressed. Nostril short, rounded, not placed in a groove. Wing rounded: Ist

From above, X ¢. 1

primary (as) equal to 6th or 7th; 2nd, 3rd and 4th longest and subcqual Tarsus
and toes very long and powerful. Sexes alike, - : Dy

Genus represented in Africa, Madagascar, the Mcdltcnancan regiun, S. Asia,
Malay Archipelago to Australia, New Zealaud and the Pacific islands, A single
species within our limits,

PorpHYRIO PORPHYRIO (Linnaecus)
Key to the Subspecies
Generally larger, pariicularly tarsus and toes. Tarsus 92 to 97 mm.; middle toe
without claw 100 to 104 mim.sveiuerrersesrennns Ceereiaie e P. p. seistanicus

12
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358. Pheasaat-tailed Jacana. Hydrophasianus chirurgus (Scopoli)

Tringa Ghirurgus Scopoli, 1786, Del. Flor. et Faun, I'nsubr., fasc. 2; 92
(* In nova Guiana’ = Luzon £x Sonnerat)
Baker, FBI No. 2032, Vol, 6: 42
Plate 24, fig. 8, facing p. 128

LOGAL NaMes.  Piko, Piluya (Hindi); Gind kiv, Gair koo (Kashmir) ; Surdal, Sakdal,
Alawa, Dal kikra, Bhepi, Jal manjor, Jdl mdyir, Jdl kokra, Chitra billai (Bengal, Bihar);
Lobo dak (Santhali); Rdni didao gophita = * Little White Water Princess * (Cachar);
Yem parabd = Cock fowl (Manipuri); Pdn kukkuld, Ballal séru, Vil giravd (Sinhala);
Miwa, Manal purd (Tamil); Tdmara kézhi (Malayalam).

size. Grey Partridge. Length (excluding tail) ¢, 31 cm. (12 in.)

FIELD GHARACTERS. In breeding plumage a striking white and chocolate-
brown rail-like marsh hird with enormous spidery toes and pointed sickle-
shaped pheasant tail. Face and forencck white; hindneck pale silky golden
yellow, In flight, the large amonnt of white in plumage and pointed down-
curved tail are diagnostic pointers. In the distance pied colour pattern,
long gently curving tail and slow Happing wing-action reminiscent of Magpie
(Pica pica). Sexes alike; female slightly larger.,

In non-breeding (winter) plumage chielly pale brown and white with a
black ‘ necklace’ on upper bLreast, and minus the long tail. In flight, hair-
brown head and back, and white wings with black tips conspicuous.

Young (immature). No yellow on sides of neck; dark gorget broken
up with white. Crown dull rufous-brown; feathers of upperparts pale-edged
produting a faintly scalloped effect.

staTus, DISTRIBUTION and Havirar. Resident; moving locally with
conditions of flood and drought. All India (including Assam and Manipur),
both Pakistans, Nepal, Ceylon. In sununer normally up to.c, 1500 metres
in Kashmir Valley (once recorded on Vishan Sar lake, ¢. 3700 m.) and
the outer Himalayas. A straggler taken in Gilgit (Scully, 1882, ST 10: 142},
and once recorded at Patseo in Lahul, ¢. 3800 m. (Whistler, 1925, fb1s: 203),
Mostly descending to the plains in winter. Affects lotus, singara (Trapa),
water hyacinth (Eichhornia) and other floating-vegetation-covered jheels,
tanks, and ponds.

Extralimital. Burma, Thailand, and castward to S. China and Formosa,
south to Malay Peninsula, Java, Cambodia, Philippine Islands.

GENERAL HABITS. Feeds in the open among the surfuce vegetation on
large jheels as well as small village and temple tanks, sometimes submerging
head completely. Trips about lightly on the floating water-lily and singara
leaves and tangles, the enormous spreading toes functioning like snow-
shoes to distribute and support its weight; calmly steps on to the next leaf
wlen the supporting one has slowly sunk down to belly level. Nor mally not
shy: [requently seen moving about complacently on village tanks in the
pxomuuty of people noisily bathmg, and] washing round the edge. Gregarious
in winter, then often collecting in Aocks of 50 to 100 birds, Non-breeding
dress very obliterative when feeding amongst the surrounding dry lily pads,
but black-tipped white wings flash into prominence, as in pond heron, when
the bird rises. Flight feeble and rail-like, reminiscent also of lapwing, with the
largc feet danglmg behind; seldom more than 2 or 3 metres above the surface..

vmana nftha winmrenne 1e nheeure. [t i annarentiyv not ueed in fohtine
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r¥oop, Chiefly vegetable matter — seeds, roots, eftc.” Also  aguatic
insects and their larvae, and bivalves and other molluses.

vowrt and cALLs. In winter a peculiar nasal mewing lewn, lewn uttered
chiefly when a flock flies off on alarm. In breeding season —- ‘ a loud musical
me-e-ou, me-e-on or me-onp’ often taken up by another bird in the vicinity.
It has many shortened variants ‘ perhaps the commonest being a loud open
kloo® (R. S. P. Bates). A third call described as uttered by the cock alone
to attract the female (A. Hoffinann).

BREEDING. Season, in Kashmir from about 2nd week of May into July,
in the plains during the SW. monsoon, prlnClpally June to September; in
Ceylon mainly March to July, but also in January. Nest, an insignificant
skimpy pad or raft of grass or weed stems freely floating or resting on partly
submerged vegetation (Hydrilla); sometimes eggs laid directly on singara,
water-lily, -or water hyacinth (Eichhornia) leaves. Eggs, 4, peg-top shaped,
glossy greenish bronze or rufous-brown, unmarked. Average size of 100
eggs 374 X276 mm, (Baker). Incubation: by male alone; period ¢. 26 days.

Contrary to accepted belief and published accounts, now ascertained that
the larger female is polyandrous as in Painted Snipe (Rostratula). The
following facts also established: Male acquires territory in rivalry with
other males which female later helps to defend vigorously while her liaison
with the owner lasts, Eggs laid at 24-hour intervals, in the morning. Male
commences incubation from the first egg. Frequently removes the clutch to
a distance maybe of several metres, when disturbed, as by observer’s hide.
This done by pressing egg between throat and breast and dragging or rolling
it over the matted vegetation, himself walking backwards, Eggs similarly
floated across any intervening narrow channelssof clear water or over partly
submerged mat of Hydrilla (confirmed and photographed by Peter Jackson).
Sometimes by holding pointed end in bill and dragging egg backwards
(J. S. Serrao & P. B. Shekar, 1962, Newsletter for Birdwalchers Vol. 2(1))}.
Male tends the nidifugous chicks in early stages with great solicitude,
performing ¢ broken-wing ’ and ° rat-run’ distraction displays to mislead
an intruder. Downy chicks lie doggo at command ofien fully submerged,
hidden under a floating leaf, except for the bill sticking out at an angle.
He rears two, and sometimes three families in a season. How many clutches
d female lays in a season here unknown; in China 7-10 clutches recorded
at intervals of 9-12 days between each (Hoffinann, A., 1949, Zoologischer
Fahrbiicher, Bd. 78, Helt 4, Jena).

MuseoM Diaenosis, For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit.

For description of chick just getting out of down plumage, see Whistler, H., 1940,
JBNHS 41: 483.

MEASUREMENTS :
: Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
R * (from feathers) ’
L. o 182-242 25-29 54-59 145-325 mm.
‘ - o (generally over 200 mm.)
**  (Baker) :

céLbURé OF BARE PARTS.  Breeding. Iris brown. Bill slaty blue, paler at tip. Legs
and fcct pale’ bluxsh plumbeous. = Non-breeding. Iris pale yellow. Bill basal half yellow,
termmal half brown Legs auc feecaudt greenish to dull plumbeous (Baker).




37. REDWATTLED LAPWING
(Vanellus indicus)

Hindi: Titeert

A common and familiar plover, haunting open country and cultivated
land, and the margins of tanks and jheels. Pairs, or parties of three
or four may also be met with in forest glades and clearings. They
spend their time running about in zigzag spurts with quick mincing
steps, picking up inscets, grubs, molluscs, ctc. The bird is
best known from its distinctive and familiar calls—a sheill did-fie-do-
it 2 or pity-to-do-it, uttered both from the ground and on the wing,
placidly or frantically as the occasion dictates.

38. COMMON SANDPIPER

(Tringa hypolencos)

An unmistakcable sandpipcr with slender pointed bill, found singly
at ponds, tanks, tidal crecks and the rocky seashore. Tt is a winter
visitor, but a few individuals sometimes stay behind in the plains
when the rest have gone back to their northern homeland in April.
It flies with characteristic stiff and rapid wing beats low over the water,
uttering a shrill piping tee-fee~fce. The food of all sandpipers is insects,
worms, molluscs, ete.
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COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark browr. Bill black, Legs and feet horny brown
or reddish black, '

370. Yellow-wattled Lapwing. Vanellus malabaricus (Boddaert)

Charadrius malabaricus Boddaert, 1783, Table Pl. enlum.: 53
(Malabar Coast, ¢x Daubenton, pl, 880)
Baker, FBI No. 2128, Vol, 6: 190
Plate 27, fig. 6, facing p. 208

LocAL NaMmes, Zirdi (Hindi); Fithiri (W, Pakistan); Laori (Mhow, ML.P.}; Chitawa -

(Telugu); Alkatti (Tamil); Manjakkanni (Malayalam); Kiralwwd, Kirala (Smhala)
size, Grey Partridge —; ¢. 27 em. (10§ in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A leggy sandy brown plovu with white belly,
black cap, bright yellow lappets of skin above and in front of eyes and bare
yellow legs. In flight a white bar (secondariecs and greater coverts) on the
black wings conspicuous. Above, crown of head (‘skull-cap’) silky black,
surrounded by a thin white line. Upperparts sandy brown; tail white, with
a broad black terminal band. Below, chin and throat black; breast sandy
brown; rest of underparts white separated from breast by a thin black line.
Sexes alike,

Young (immature). Above, pale sandy brown narrowly barred with
rather darker brown. Below, chin whitish; throat and upper breast with
traces of darker brown marks.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABIraT, Resident, with some local migratory
or nomadic movement away [romn wetter areas in monsoon; thus appearing
in many parts only as a winter (dry-season) visitor. From cis-Indus lower
Sind in West Pakistan eastward through N. India to W. Bengal and E.
Pakistan, Nepal Valley (occasional). Southward throughout the Peninsula;
Ceylon (low—country Dry zone). Aflects barren waste land, stubbles, and
fallow fields in drier biotope than Redwattled Lapwing. Much less depend-
ent on proximity of water; even near jheels keeps to a higher zone away
from muddy shores,

GENERAL HABITS, Very similar to those of the Redwattled Lapwing (366)

" except that it frequents drier facies and is less dependent on the proximity
of water: sometimes the two species occur side by side. Usually met with in
palrs, only occasionally in small parties of 5 or 6. On the whole much less

noisy and demonstrative than Redwattled. Under excitement the black

" cap sometimes stands up on the crown like the long erect pile of a silken

*. carpet, reminiscent of a miniature steep-sided tableland !

- Foop. - Chiefly insects — grasshoppers, beetles, etc.

- “voick and carrs. Not like Redwattled Lapwing’s as stated by Baker
* -but.a plaintive long-drawn fi-ez, ti-e¢ punctuated by a high-pitched, quick-
epeated twit-twit-twit-twit. Uttered chiefly when nest or chicks approachcd
~the parents ‘circling agitatedly overhead, d1v1ng at,-and making &s if to

O Siug ‘vest an unlmcd shallow scrape on dry open
‘b_tc‘land, sometimes encircled by a parapet of pebbles
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or kankar (mud pellets). Eggs, 4, of the normal peg-top shape of plovers’
eggs, usually arranged in nest with pointed ends inward to occupy least
space. Colour, buff to olive-stone, irregularly blotched with dark brown
and purplish grey. Average size of 200 eggs 36-4 x26:9 mm. (Baker).
An erythristic type of egg often found which when laid on red laterite soil
(as usual but not invariuble), proves adaptively coloured in a high degree.
Both eggs and downy chicks superbly camouflaged on the bare ground —
the latter buffy or fawn-grey, disruptively stippled with black and rufous.
A broad white collar on hindneck further disrupts the pattern in an astonish-
ing way, but once spotted, this same feature becomes conspicuous enough
therealter to betray the chick ‘ reezing ’ in the open every time. Both sexes
share in incubation; period not recorded. As in Redwattled Lapwing the
birds regularly wet their belly feathers in very hot weather before taking
turns on the eggs. Water carried thus even after hatching of the first chicks
evidently for quenching their thirst; possibly also to small chicks after they
wander away from the nest. (For observations on incubatory adaptations
in this species see Jayakar, S. D. & Spurway, H., 1965, .Zuol. Jahrb., Abt,
allgemeine Zool. u. Physiol.: 53-72.)

MouseuM Dragrosts.  Bill slenderer than in Vanellus indicus (366). Tarsus long and
slender with transverse shields in front instead of reticulations throughout. No hind
toe. 2nd primary (as.) generally longest in both sexes; lst and 3rd subequal,

MEASUREMENTS

. Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull) ’ ,
s 186-205 26-29 60-65 72-84 mm.
QQ 181-205 28-30 57-62 71-80 mm,
h (SA, HW)

There is a clinal increase in size from south to north but no difference in coloration.
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Iris white to silver-grey or pale lemon-yellow, Bill
black, yellow or greenish yellow at base and gape. Legs and feet bright ycllow.

Genus Pruviavris Brisson

Pluvialis Brisson, 1760, Orn. 1: 46; 5: 42, Type, by tautonymy, Pluvialis aurea
' Brisson = Charadrius pluvialis Linnaeus
Sguatarola Cuvier, 1817 (1816), Régne Anim, 1: 467. Type, by tautonymy, Tringa
sguatarola Linnaeus '
Wings long and pointed: first primary (as.) longest. Tail short and rounded.
Tarsus covered with hexagonal scales all round; outer and middle toes connected
by a small web at their base. Sexes alike but with a distinct breeding plumage some-
times partially seen whilst the birds with us. A small hind toe present in P. :quatamla
absent in P. apricaria and P. dominica,
Genus more or less Holarctic,

4
Key to the Species
Page
A Axillaries black................ ..o, P, squatarola 220
B Axillaries white\ v ivesiviviniiiiiiiin. . P, apricaric 221

C Axillaries grey ...vvviiiiiiiiiniiinas +..P. dominica 222



222 CHARADRIIFORMES

size, Grey Partridge —; length ¢. 27 cmn. (104 in.)..

FIELD CHARACTERS. Similar to Grey Plover (371).

Winter (non-breeding). Like the commoner Eastern Golden Plover
(373), q.v., also without a white wing-bar, but withi brighter black and
gold-spangled upperparts. In flight the pure whilz underwing and axillaries
distinguish it from the above which has them greyish brown, and from Grey
Plover (371) in which the underwing is white and axillaries black. Sexes
alike in all plumages. .

Summer (breeding). Brightly gold-spangled above, black below,
More or less as Eastern Golden Plover (373) and doubtfully distinguishable
from it except in flight, again by the pure white v. sooty grey underwing
and axillaries. -

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter vagrant. Singly or in small
flocks mixed up with Eastern Golden Plover and other waders. Odd speci-
mens identified from West Pakistan (Baluchistan and Sind — Gwadar on
Makran coast, Karachi and Schwan) and from Uttar Pradesh (Lucknow),
and Assam (Dibrugarh). Doubtless sometimes overlooked in sportsmen’s
bags of Golden Plover. Affects muddy shores of jheels, wet pastures, and
grassy maidans.

Extralimital. Breeds in Arctic Europe and Asia from Scandinavia to
the Yenisey river, south to Latviya and W. Siberia. Winters chiefly in the
Mediterranean countries, straggling widely. ‘

GENERAL HABITS and Foop. Asin 373,

voicE and cALrs. A mournful but not unpleasant musical disyllabic
whistle #loo-¢e constantly repeated, chiefly on the wing. Said to be shriller
than of Eastern Golden Plover. '

BREEDING. Extralimital. Similar to 373.

Museum Diacnosis.  For description of plumage see Baker, loc. cit.; for details
of plumage phases and morphology (also bionomics), Witherby, 1940, 4; 364-9.

MEASUREMENTS :

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from {eathers)
F& 188192 9225 38-41 60-76 mm.
00  180-191 21-25 — _—
(Witherby)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill, legs, and feet black.

373. Eastern Golden Plover. Pluvialis dominica fulva (Gnielin)

Charadrius fulvus Gmelin, 1789, Syst. Nat., 1(2): 687 (Tahiti)
Baker, FBI No. 2120, Vol, 6: 178
Plate 29, fig. 3, facing p. 256
LOCAL NAMES. Chhéta bitdn (Hindi); Sena bdtdn (Bengal); Oléyivd, Rana watuwd
(Sinhala) ; Kotdn (Tamil); Manal kzhi (Malayalam) ; Nong-gdng (Manipuri).
"~ sizé. Grey Partridge --; length ¢. 24 cm, (94 in.). '
FIELD CHARAGTERS. A typical plover with the thick rounded head and
short pigeon-like bill, swollen at hase, >
~ Winter (non-breeding). Above, mottled brown, white, and golden
yellow. Below, whitish, the breast mottled with brown, grey, and yellow,

PLOVERS S VER

In ﬂlg,the very narrow and pointed wings and fanned-out tail (as in a
pigeon) are suggestive pointers, Smaller size, absence of white wing-bar
zm.d .s'n‘w/gy grey underwing and axillaries (0. white underwing and blacb’;
axillaries) distinguish it from Grey Plover; from Golden Plover (372) b
colour of underwing and axillaries, which in that species are pure whitc)»’
Summer (breeding). Above, forehead white runaing hack in a broa;:l
b}and_over the eyes and down sides of neck and breast. Rest of upperparts
:)oa\i::]sthb?;;rn spangled with white and golden yellow, Below, from throat
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, - Winter visitor, chicfly Se -
Octgber to April. Most abundant in Assam (N, Cacimr),cL/)Iaii:[))ljimi;z;t
Pakistan and eastern India (West Bengal, N, Bihar), more thinly di’ffuscd
westward to West Pakistan (Sind, N.W.F, Proviuce) and southward thrm‘xgh
the Peninsula to Mysore, Madras, and Kerala, Nepal (passage migrant?);
Ceylon (regular and abundant in the low-country Wet and Dry zon.c/s:

lZOi ’Géﬁj !80,_:@

10

Pluvialis dominica

T

48

v Pod fulva (379).

Breeding range Winter
‘ 2 P. d dominica (RE).

wandering up to ¢. 1300 m. in the hills); Andaman, Nicobar, Laccadive
and Maldive islands. Affects muddy shores of jheels and coastal lagoo;xs
ploughed, freshly sown and partially inundated fields, wet grazing groum.‘isf
and maidans, tidal mudflats, etc.

E{cz‘ralin.zital. Breeds in N. Siberia from the Yalmal Peninsula to the
Yemsey river (overlapping the range of P, 4. apricaria), east to W, Alaska
§0uth in E. Siberia to the Stanovoy Mountains and Kamchatka, Wimer;
in II'ldla, Burma, Thailand, Malaysia, Indochinese countries, S. China:
also in Oceania, Australia, and Hawaii Is,; straggles west to E: Africa an(i
east to the Pacific coast of N. America,
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MIGRATION, No ringing data, Little known beyou.ha[ the vanguard
already arrives in the first hulf of August at places: as distant from one
another as Assain, Ceylon, and the Nicobar islands; mostly young birds
of the year accompanied by a few adults in remnants of the breeding plum-
age. The species is well established over most of its winter range by mid-
September, though Ludlow found it still on migration passage on the
marshy flats of the Tsangpo river in SE. Tibet and around Lhasa at the end
of Septamber (Jbis 1944: 386; [950: 43), and Scully in the Nepal Valley
in September-October (SF 1880, 8: 351). Thus autumn migration is
apparently a long-drawn process. Return emigration commences by mid-
April, but small numbers in partial sumnmer dress commonly linger on till
- end May or later — a party of 4 in full breeding plumage observed in the
Bombay neighbourhood on 17 July (Salim Ali). Odd birds in non-breeding
plumage stay behind all year. Known ta be one of the world’s longest distance
-non-stop migrants, flying continuously over- more than 3200 km. of the
open ocean between the Aleutian islands and Hawaii in an estimated period
of 35 hours under favourahle weather conditions.

GENERAL HaBITS. Gregarious. Usually in flocks of 20 to 50 by itself or
in association with othier waders. Larger close-packed flocks of several
hundred strong not uncommon in eastern India, especially in autumn and
spring. Excessively wary and difficult to approach, a feeding flock usually
posting sentries at its periphery who give the alarm long before the birds
can he approached within gunshot. The flock rises en masse almost simul-
taneously, flying fairly low and at great speed, turning, twisting, and banking
in the air in regimented unison, On touching down after a flight the bird
suddenly closes its wings and comes to a dead stop, assuming an erect stance.
Though so extremely cunning and wide awake on the ground the birds are
curiously simple when on the wing. When driven by heaters will often ﬂy
past or over an unconcealed gunner with little suspicion till bitter experi-
ence has proved their folly. They are good eating and rauk high as sportmg
birds.

roon. Grasshoppers, beetles and other insects, tiny molluscs, crusta-.
ceans, and worms. Possibly berries and seeds of marsh plants as on its breed-
ing grounds. '

voice and carrs. The only calls commonly heard in winter are a clear
single whistle teeh, or a high-pitched disyllabic tu-ee or tee-few, much richer
than the Greenshank’s,

BREEDING. = Extralimital. Similar to 373, )

Mustum DiagNosts.  Axillaries greyish brown as against pure white in P. apricaria.
For description of plumage see Baker, loc. cit.; for details of plumage phases and
morphology (also bionomics), Witherby, 1940, 4: 374-6.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)
s 165-174 21-27 39-46 59-64 mm,
Q9 158-175 22-26 - : t —

, (Witherby)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet slaty grey.



































































































































