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___Daedalus splashes down to a new record
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beach. Kanellopoulos swam and waded
ashore, and crews in boats accompanying
him recovered most of the plane. The trip
more than doubles the previous record for
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human-powered flight, which
was set by the same team of
designers in January 1987,
flying a prototype craft, the
Light Eagle, around a circular
path at Edwards Air Force
Base in California.

The team, headed by John S.
Langford, chose the flight
route to recreate the mythical
flight of the Greek engineer
of legend, Daedalus (New
Scientist, 31 March, p 21).

The mythical Daedalus flew
on wings of wax and feathers.
The modern Daedalus flew on
wings made of the strongest
and lightest materials avail-
able, including carbon-fibre

The plane ditches ten metres from dry land. But the record was epoxy composites, Kevlar plas-

tic fibre, polystyrene foam,
steel piano wire and balsa
wood, with a skin of polyester plastic. Gear-
boxes, landing gear, and cranks in the
pedal-powered craft were made of alumi-
nium. O




