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z Organic & Supramolecular Chemistry

Charge Transport in Novel Phenazine Fused Triphenylene
Supramolecular Systems
Ashwathanarayana Gowda,[a] Litwin Jacob,[a] Dharmendra P. Singh,[b] Redouane Douali,[b] and
Sandeep Kumar*[a]

Novel phenazine–fused triphenylene discotic liquid crystals
(DLCs) tethered with alkanethiols and alkoxy chains are
synthesized. The condensation of 4,5-dibromobenzene-1,2-
diamine with triphenylene-1,2-diquinone discotic core, followed
by the reaction with alkanethiols gives heterocyclic phenazine–
fused triphenylene based DLCs. The intermediate dibromo–
substituted phenazine and final alkanethiol substituted
phenazine–fused triphenylene derivatives exhibit a wide range
of stable enantiotropic hexagonal columnar phase, which was
characterised by polarized optical microscopy (POM), differ-
ential scanning calorimetry (DSC) and X-ray diffraction (XRD)

studies. We have also investigated the photophysical properties
of all phenazine compounds using dilute solution of anhydrous
chloroform. The charge carrier mobility was measured for one
representative compound by time of flight method which
revealed that phenazine–fused triphenylene discotic mesogen
exhibits p-type (hole) mobility of the order of 10�4 cm2 V�1 s�1.
The novel mesogens reported here present a wide temperature
stability with good charge mobility and optical properties.
These mesogens have shown potential applications for solar
cells, sensors, organic light emitting diodes and other electro-
optical device applications.

1. Introduction

The spontaneous self-assembly of appropriately functionalized
anisotropic molecules exhibit combined properties of crystal-
line solid and conventional liquid retaining both the order and
mobility at molecular and macroscopic levels.[1] These systems
are now termed as liquid crystals (LCs), the intriguing beautiful
forth state of matter.[2] The self-healing and self-aligning ability
of LCs can be smoothly constructed through weak interactions
such as hydrogen bonding, van der Waals forces, p�p stacking,
dipolar or quadrupolar interactions, charge transfer interac-
tions, etc. They have strong impact on daily life device
applications.[2�6] In this context, discotic liquid crystals (DLCs)
play a vital role in the formation of self-assembled highly
ordered columnar phases and hence they have attracted
considerable attention owing to their technological applica-
tions.[7�13] The general template for designing discotic liquid
crystals is essentially consist of a flat, disc-like p-conjugated
aromatic core encompassing with an insulating mantle of
aliphatic chains. Depending on the molecular interactions,
discotic liquid crystals mainly stabilize two general classes of
liquid crystalline mesophases. Self-assembly of discotic meso-

gens with orientational order but no long range positional
order gives discotic nematic (ND) phase. Discotic nematic phase
is less commonly observed but it can acts like an optical
compensative film that increases the viewing-angle of liquid
crystal displays (LCDs).[6,14�18] Columnar phase formed by one-
dimensional anisotropic stacking arrangement of individual p-
conjugated disc-like mesogens self-assembled one on top of
another to form columns, and the arrangement of these
columns in to different lattices defines subclass of mesophases.
Thus, large p-orbitals overlap of adjacent conjugated aromatic
cores stabilise the columnar phase, supramolecular order and
enhance unidirectional charge mobility along the columnar
axis.[19�26] The supramolecular self-assembly of columnar struc-
ture of DLCs may be considered as quasi-one-dimensional
molecular wires, where inherent charge migration occurs in
one direction.[2] Owing to their unique electronic and self-
healing properties, DLCs have been considered as potential
materials for various device applications apart from energy and
charge migration. They are extensively applied in organic light
emitting diodes (OLEDs),[27�29] organic field effect transistors
(OEFT),[30�33] photovoltaic solar cells[22,34,35] and sensors[36,37] etc.

Literature survey reveals that a large number of DLCs
derived from triphenylene (TP) exist and they show rich
mesomorphism at elevated temperature as well as at ambient
temperature.[7] Appropriately functionalised TP derivatives are
known for hole-transporting properties and their charge carrier
mobility is ranged from 10�5 cm2 V�1 s�1 to 10�1 cm2 V�1 s�1 in
the highly ordered columnar phase.[38,39] The electron rich
nature of TP derivatives are typically known as hole transport
materials and are suitable for doping with electron acceptors to
serve as a p-type semiconductor. Extension of triphenylene
discotic core leads to an extension of p-orbitals, thus increases
p�p overlapping of neighbouring discotic cores along the
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columnar direction which enhances the charge carrier mobility
and overwhelming semiconducting properties of discotic liquid
crystals for device applications.[40�44] Therefore, the design of
appropriate functionalised p-conjugation or substitution of
DLCs materials may finds an immense interest for electronic
devices. With this idea, we have designed and synthesised new
extended p-conjugated phenazine fused triphenylene DLCs.
We have also examined the charge transport properties in
these materials.

Extension of triphenylene ring is relied upon to demon-
strate significant changes on liquid crystalline properties along
with their electronic properties. Supramolecular macrocyclic
compounds are foreseen to exhibit columnar mesomorphic
phases over a broad temperature range and high charge carrier
mobilities.[40�51] Many approaches have been applied to enlarge
the triphenylene discotic core to produce phenanthrophena-
zine,[52,53] hexabenzotriphenylene,[54] triphenylenophthalocya-
nine,[55] etc., derivatives. In a single component retaining
phenazine and triphenylene cores may result in the synthesis
of novel heterocyclic discotic compounds with their interesting
physical and biological properties. Phenazine based materials
have many advantages in the field of biological sciences such
as antibacterial, insecticidal properties and organic dye compo-
nents.[56-58] Presence of charge generating, transporting, polar
and coloured nature of phenazine heterocyclic core along with
the mesomorphic character of triphenylene derivatives can
shows supramolecular framework system suitable for molecular
electronic device applications. We have previously reported the
synthesis and mesomorphic investigation of phenanthro[a]
phenazine and phenanthro[b]phenazine based extended tri-
phenylene DLCs obtained by the condensation of 1,2-phenyl-
enediamine with triphenylene-1,2-diquinone derivatives.[52,53]

We have also extended the work to report heterocyclic
imidazole ring fused TP core that exhibits columnar mesophase
over broad temperature range.[59] Yang and co-workers have
prepared DLCs based on the triphenylene-bodipy dyads and
investigated their photophysical properties. These mesogens
exhibited strong fluorescence properties along with a high
quantum yields in solution and weak fluorescence in film.[60]

They have also reported triphenylene-perylene-triphenylene
discotic triads along with bay substituents, which exhibit Colh

phase over a broad range of temperature and photophysical
properties.[61] Similarly, Wang et al. reported the donor-acceptor
dyads having triphenylene (donor)- perylene monoimide
dihexyl ester (acceptor) connected through ethynylphenyl
bridges which exhibit broad Colh phase. These extended p–
conjugation in aforementioned compound results an intra-
molecular photo-induced electronic charge transfer between
the donor and acceptor units.[62] Recently, electron rich
character of triphenylene twin linking through electron
deficient nature of pyrazine ring that represents a donor-
acceptor-donor framework like extended p�conjugation with
wide range mesomorphic properties is reported by Cammidge
et al.[63]

In this article, we report the design and synthesis of novel
extended triphenylene based phenazine heterocyclic discotic
liquid crystals containing alkanethiols and alkoxy chains. All the

compounds show a wide range of stable hexagonal columnar
phase. We envisioned that, the incorporation of phenazine
moiety enhances p-electron conjugation and induces a wide
mesophase along with high charge carrier properties. We
discuss the synthesis, liquid crystalline characterization, photo-
physical properties and charge carrier mobility of extended
triphenylene heterocyclic discotic compounds. Molecular struc-
ture of all the novel compounds was characterized using the
spectral techniques and elemental analysis. The liquid crystal-
line properties of all the compounds were investigated with
the help of polarized optical microscope (POM), differential
scanning calorimetry (DSC) and X-ray diffraction (XRD) studies.
The charge carrier mobility was measured by time of flight
method.

2. Results and Discussion

2.1. Synthesis and characterization

We designed and synthesized the extended triphenylene fused
mesogenic derivatives as shown in Scheme 1. The monohy-

droxytriphenylene 3 was synthesised following reported proce-
dure.[64] Oxidation of the 2-hydroxy-3,6,7,10,11-pentakis(alky-
loxy)triphenylene 3 with ceric ammonium nitrate (CAN) gives
3,6,7,10,11-pentakis(alkyloxy)triphenylene-1,2-diones 4.[65] The
intermediate 4,5-dibromobenzene-1,2-diamine compound was
synthesized following a reported procedure[66] and it was
condensed with triphenylene-1,2-diquinone 4 in presence of
glacial acetic acid in toluene (7:3) under reflux condition to
afford intermediate 9,10-dibromo-2,3,6,14,15-pentaalkoxyphe-
nanthro[9, 10-a]phenazine compounds (5 a-5 c). Further, reac-

Scheme 1. (i) FeCl3, CH2Cl2, r.t, 30 min; (ii) catechol boron bromide, CH2Cl2, r.t,
24 h; (iii) CAN, CH3CN, r.t, 30 min; (iv) CH3COOH: toluene (7:3), reflux, 6 h; (v)
alkanethiol, Cs2CO3, DMAC, reflux, 24 h; (vi) p-TosCl, pyridine, r.t, 24 h; (vii) Br2,
NaOAc, acetic acid, 110 8C, 3 h; (viii) Con. H2SO4, 110 8C, 15 min.
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tion of alkanethiols with intermediate mesogenic compound
5 c in presence of cesium carbonate under reflux condition
produces the desired extended phenazine based triphenylene
mesogenic derivatives 6 a-6 d. All the intermediates and final
compounds were purified by column chromatography, fol-
lowed by recrystallization with appropriate solvent. The molec-
ular structure of the compounds was characterized by 1H and
13C NMR spectroscopy, IR and elemental analysis.

2.2. Thermal properties

Thermotropic liquid crystalline properties of all the intermedi-
ate and final triphenylene based phenazine derivatives (5 a–5 c
& 6 a–6 d) are summarized in Table 1. The phase transition

temperature (peak temperature in 8C) and associated enthalpy
(DH in kJ mol–1) values obtained from the heating and
subsequent cooling cycles of respective mesogens were
determined by DSC at the scan rate of 10 8C min-1 under
nitrogen atmosphere. The columnar textures of all the meso-
gens, observed using POM under crossed polarizers, display the
characteristic of hexagonal columnar mesophase as shown in
Figure 1.

The compound 5 a exclusively shows enantiotropic colum-
nar phase (ESI, Figure S1). The peak temperature at 154.4 8C is
due to crystalline-columnar phase transition with the enthalpy
of phase transition (DH) of 32.42 kJ mol–1, whereas the peak
temperature at 315.3 8C with lower enthalpy value (DH =

11.21 kJ mol–1) corresponds to Colh to isotropic phase transition.
On slow cooling under POM, the microscopic observation of
dendritic textures revealed the formation of hexagonal colum-
nar mesophase at 312.9 8C. The crystallization was confirmed
by the moderate appearance of small needle like domains into
liquid crystal texture upon cooling to room temperature. As a
representative example, polarized optical micrograph of com-
pound 5 a obtained on cooling from the isotropic liquid at
about 245 8C is shown in Figure 1a. Similarly, compounds 5 b
and 5 c exhibit Cr to Colh phase at 94.8 8C (DH = 40.65 kJ mol–1)
and 81.3 8C (DH = 48.90 kJ mol–1), respectively and Colh to
isotropic liquid at 265.4 8C (DH = 8.46 kJ mol–1) and 232 8C
(DH = 7.90 kJ mol–1) respectively (ESI, Figure S2). A representa-
tive DSC thermogram of intermediate compound 5 c is shown
in Figure 2. Under POM, compound 5 b showed appearance of
columnar texture at 263 8C, on cooling from isotropic phase.
On the other hand, compound 5 c show a similar textural
transition during the cooling from isotropic phase (232 8C) to
room temperature.

Similar trend of enantiotropic phase transition is also
observed for the final mesogenic derivatives (6 a-6 d). The
compounds 6 a and 6 b show two endothermic peak transition
temperatures from Cr to Colh at 55.1 8C (DH = 36.60 kJ mol–1)
and 45.7 8C (DH = 47.36 kJ mol–1), respectively and Colh phase

Table 1. Phase transition temperature (peak in DSC 8C) and enthalpies (kJ
mol–1, in parentheses) of all the mesogens 5 a–5 c and 6 a–6 d (on heating

and cooling cycle). Cr = crystalline phase; Colh = hexagonal columnar phase;
I = isotropic phase.

Compound Phase transition peak temperature (8C); (DH, [kJ mol–1])
second heating scan second cooling scan

5a Cr 154.4 [32.42] Colh 315.3 [11.21]
I

I 312.9 [-11.61] Colh 55.2
[-18.10] Cr

5b Cr 94.8 [40.65] Colh 265.4 [8.46] I I 263 [-8.16] Colh 13.5
[-31.88] Cr

5c Cr 81.3 [48.90] Colh 232 [7.90] I I 228.9 [-7.62] Colh 17.2
[-51.58] Cr

6a Cr 55.1 [36.60] Colh 172 [6.49] I I 170.3 [-6.24] Colh 17.4
[-38.83] Cr

6b Cr 45.7 [47.36] Colh 176.4 [6.66] I I 174.7 [-6.17] Colh 19
[-45.49] Cr

6c Cr1 44.2 [10.95] Cr2 73 [20.16]
Colh 167.1 [5.38] I

I 163.2 [-5.66] Colh 23.6
[-38.39] Cr

6d Cr1 34.5 [6.11] Cr2 74.1 [25.83]
Colh 165.1 [6.72] I

I 163.5 [-6.52] Colh 35.7
[-36.04] Cr

Figure 1. Polarized optical micrographs taken in hexagonal columnar phase. (a) Compound 5 a at 245 8C, viewed at 200 3 magnifications. (b) Compound 6 d at
110 8C on cooling from isotropic liquid, viewed at 200 3 magnifications.
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to isotropic phase at 172 8C (DH = 6.49 kJ mol–1) (Figure 2) and
176.4 8C (DH = 6.66 kJ mol–1) (ESI, Figure S3) respectively. On
cooling under POM, compound 6 a showed the appearance of
columnar phase at 170.3 8C which transferred to crystalline
phase at 17.4 8C. Representative DSC thermogram of 6 a is
shown in Figure 2. On the other hand, compound 6 b observed
under the POM exhibit mesophase at 174.7 8C and retain Colh

phase upto 19 8C (on cooling). Upon heating and cooling scans,
compound 6 c under goes through crystal-crystal transition at
44.2 8C (DH = 10.95 kJ mol–1) and melt to Colh phase at 73 8C
(DH = 20.16 kJ mol–1) and become isotropic liquid at 167.1 8C
(DH = 5.38 kJ mol–1) (ESI, Figure S4). Under POM, compound 6 c
showed the formation of columnar phase texture at 163.2 8C
and transferred to crystalline phase at 23.6 8C (on cooling).
Similarly, on heating compound 6 d display crystal-crystal
transition at 34.5 8C (DH = 6.11 kJ mol–1) and become melting
to Colh phase at 74.1 8C with enthalpy change (DH = 25.83 kJ
mol–1), which goes to isotropic phase at 165.1 8C (DH = 6.72 kJ
mol–1) (ESI, Figure S5). Compound 6 d, on slow cooling form
isotropic liquid exhibit typical texture of Colh phase at 163.5 8C
as shown in Figure 1b, viewed at 200 3 magnifications. POM
and DSC studies reveal the presence of mesophase structure,

while self-assembly of hexagonal columnar phase has been
investigated by X-ray diffraction studies. It is noticed that the
extended phenazine core with flexible alkanethiol substituted
derivatives (6 a–6 d) exhibit a lower isotropic temperature in
comparison to intermediate dibrominated phenazine com-
pounds (5 a�5 c) owing to the more number of flexible alkyl
chains surrounded around the discotic core.

2.3. X-ray diffraction studies

In order to understand the mesophase structure along with the
supramolecular self-assembly of all the novel mesogens, X-ray
diffraction experiments were performed using liquid crystalline
samples filled in Lindemann capillaries. X-ray diffraction
patterns recorded for all the mesogens (5 a-5 c and 6 a-6 d) in
the columnar mesophase on both heating and cooling scans as
shown in Table 2 and Figure 3. All the mesogenic compounds
5 a-5 c and 6 a-6 d showed increasing order of diffraction angle,
the d-spacing’s of the first reflection (lowest angle and highest
intensity) to the second one are in the ratio of 1:1/

p
3:1/2:1/

p
7.

These values corresponding to those expected from two-
dimensional hexagonal lattice and relatively broad peak in the

Figure 2. DSC thermogram of 5 c and 6 a on heating and cooling cycles (scan rate 10 8C min–1).

Figure 3. The intensity profile of the X-ray pattern exhibited by (a) 5 a at 175 8C and (b) 6 d at 100 8C respectively.
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wide angle regime corresponding to the liquid like packing of
the molten aliphatic chains. The distance between neighbour-
ing columns was calculated by using the relation a = d10/
(cos308), where d10 is the spacing of highest intensity peak in
the small angle region (Table 2). A representative and typical
XRD pattern obtained for compound 5 a and 6 d on heating
scan is shown in Figure 3. The XRD pattern of compound 5 a at
175 8C during heating in columnar phase is shown in Figure 3a.
In the small angle region three peaks were observed, one very
strong and other two weak peaks of d- spacing d1 = 16.65 Å,
d2 = 9.59 Å and d3 = 6.27 Å values and respective lattice con-
stant (a = 19.22) are in good agreement with the hexagonal
columnar phase. The broad peak at wide angle region d =

4.32 Å corresponds to liquid like packing of molten aliphatic
chains and the sharp peak at 3.61 Å corresponds to core–core
distance describes ordered hexagonal columnar phase. The
intercolumnar distance is found to be 19.22 Å, which is less
than higher homologous derivatives 5 b and 5 c. Similarly, X-ray
diffraction pattern obtained for alkanethiol substituted com-
pound 6 d upon heating in columnar phase at 100 8C is shown
in Figure 3b. In the small angle region four prominent peaks
observed, one sharp peak of d- spacing values d1 = 26.74 Å and
corresponding three weak peaks at d2 = 15.37 Å, d3 = 13.35 Å
and d4 = 10.10 Å, along with lattice constant a = 30.87, suggest-
ing the formation of hexagonal columnar phase. The broad
halo peak in the wide angle region at 4.59 Å shows liquid like
arrangement of flexible chains and a weak peak at further wide
angle region at 3.64 Å is analogous to the distance between
cores in the columns. The intercolumnar distance for 6 d is
found to be 30.87 Å, which is higher than the corresponding
lower homologous compounds (6 a-6 c) in the series. It is
evident that the increase in the number of alkyl chain length,
the width of the cylindrical columns framed by the discotic

molecules also increases. All the above properties obey well
known supramolecular order of Colh phase in which the disc
like aromatic cores stack on top of other to form columns
surrounding by the flexible molten aliphatic chains. These
columns self assembled themselves in a two-dimensional
hexagonal lattice. The above futures confirmed that all the
mesogenic derivatives (5 a�5 c & 6 a�6 d) are self-assembled in
the hexagonal columnar fashion in their liquid crystal phase.

2.4. Photophysical properties

The novel p-extended discotic mesogens (5 a-5 c & 6 a-6 d)
have shown strong light absorption and photo induced light
emission, as measured by UV-Vis absorption and photolumines-
cence studies. The UV absorption properties were studied in a
very dilute solution in anhydrous chloroform solvent recorded
at ambient temperature to know absorption maxima as
presented in Figure 4. The details of absorption bands have
been summarized in Table 3. All the mesogens display
absorption bands below 600 nm. The intermediate phenazine
derivatives (5 a–5 c) exhibit absorption at lmax = 257-473 nm
and molar absorption coefficient (e) 1.34-3.94 L mol-1 cm-1,
which corresponds to n!p* and p!p* electronic transitions
as shown in Figure 4a. Similarly, alkanethiol substituted
phenazine derivatives show maximum absorption bands at lmax

= 260-469 nm and corresponding molar absorption coefficient
(e= 2.48-4.18 L mol-1 cm-1), which are responsible for n!p* and
p!p* electronic transitions as shown in Figure 4b. The
intermediated dibrominated compounds (5 a-5 c) are red
shifted with increased intensity to a longer wavelength (lmax =

473 nm) in comparison with alkanethiol substituted phenazine
derivative (lmax = 465 nm). This may be attributed to extended
p-conjugation along with electro-negativity effect of bromo

Table 2. X-ray data of all the mesogens (5 a-5 c & 6 a-6 d).

Compound/
Temperature (8C)

2q

(degrees)
d-spacing’s, observed
(calculated) Å

Phase/ lattice
constant

Colh

parameter
Miller
indices

Alkyl- chain
length (Å)

Core-core
separation
(Å)

Intercolumnar
distance (Å)

5 a/175 5.30 16.65 (16.64) Colh a = 19.22 1 100 4.32 3.61 19.22
9.21 9.59 (9.60) 1/

p
3 110

14.09 6.27 (6.29) 1/
p

7 210
5 b/200 3.70 20.52 (20.51) Colh a = 23.69 1 100 4.51 3.65 23.69

7.42 11.90 (11.84) 1/
p

3 110
11.39 7.75 (7.75) 1/

p
7 210

5 c/140 3.72 23.69 (23.68) Colh a = 27.35 1 100 4.62 3.66 27.35
6.43 13.75 (13.67) 1/

p
3 110

6 a/100 3.59 24.58 (24.57) Colh a = 28.38 1 100 4.50 3.55 28.38
6.22 14.19 (14.18) 1/

p
3 110

7.19 12.28 (12.28) 1/2 200
6 b/75 3.51 25.14 (25.13) Colh a = 29.02 1 100 4.62 3.56 29.03

6.08 14.52 (14.50) 1/
p

3 110
7.03 12.56 (12.56) 1/2 200

6 c/130 3.36 26.27 (26.26) Colh a = 30.33 1 100 4.57 3.60 30.33
5.72 15.46 (15.16) 1/

p
3 110

6.58 13.41 (13.13) 1/2 200
6 d/100 3.30 26.74 (26.73) Colh a = 30.87 1 100 4.59 3.64 30.87

5.72 15.37 (15.42) 1/
p

3 110
6.61 13.35 (13.36) 1/2 200
8.74 10.10 (10.10) 1/

p
7 210
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functional groups present in the heteroaromatic phenazine
ring on molecular structure of discotic mesogen. In general,
intensity of light absorption eventually relies upon the number
of molecules that absorb light of a given wavelength. Extension
of p- conjugation frame work in the novel mesogens (5 a–5 c &
6 a–6 d) causes bathochromic shift (longer wavelength) with
respect to triphenylene derivatives. Similarly, photolumines-
cence spectra of all the mesogens (5 a–5 c & 6 a–6 d) were
recorded using dilute solution of anhydrous chloroform solvent

at room temperature and all the compounds were excited at
lex = 460 nm as shown in Figure 4c and 4d. The intermediate
dibrominated phenazine derivatives (5 a-5 c), exhibit strong
emission at 659-663 nm (Table 3). Similarly, final phenazine
derivatives exhibit fluorescence emission at 620-622 nm. No
apparent changes were seen upon increasing the number of
methylene groups in the terminal chains.

2.5. Density Functional Theory Calculations

The quantum mechanical calculations and molecular properties
were determined computationally using DFT calculations.
Gaussian 16 program package was employed to carry out DFT
calculations at the Lee-Yang-Parr correlation functional (B3LYP)
by using 6–311G (d) basis set to obtain the information related
to molecular conformation and frontier molecular orbitals
(FMOs) of the discotic mesogen.[67] The internal coordinates of
the molecular system, which are used as an input for the
Gaussian 16 computational program, were generated by the
Gauss View 06 program.

The energy minimized molecular structure of representative
final discotic mesogen (6 b) is shown in Figure 5a, whereas the
contours of highest occupied molecular orbital (HOMO) and

Figure 4. (a) and (b) UV-Visible absorption spectra, (c) and (d) fluorescence spectra of all the mesogens (5 a�5 c & 6 a�6 d).

Table 3. Photophysical properties of intermediate and final DLCs (5 a�5 c
& 6 a�6 d) recorded in anhydrous chloroform (10�5 M) solution.

Compound Absorption, labs/nm (e/107 L mol-1 cm-1) Emission,lem/
nm

5a 257 (0.72), 290 (0.82), 314 (0.88), 352 (0.99),
476 (1.34)

661

5b 258 (1.38), 289 (1.55), 315 (1.69), 352 (1.89),
476 (2.55)

659

5c 258 (2.13), 289 (2.39), 316 (2.62), 352 (2.91),
476 (3.94)

663

6a 260 (2.32), 293 (2.61), 352 (3.14), 469 (4.18) 622
6b 261 (1.38), 292 (1.54), 352 (1.86), 468 (2.48) 621
6c 261 (1.54), 294 (1.73), 352 (2.08), 468 (2.76) 622
6d 260 (2.04), 293 (2.30), 352 (2.77), 469 (3.69) 620
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lowest unoccupied molecular orbital (LUMO) is depicted in
Figure 5b. The HOMO and LUMO energy levels of the
compound 6 b are at -5.32 and -2.46 eV respectively. The
theoretically calculated energy gap (DEgap) is found to be
2.86 eV. FMOs and difference in their energies provide
information on the length of extended conjugation and band
gap level in these novel discotic mesogens. The calculated
HOMO and LUMO energy levels for the phenazine fused
discotic mesogens were further illustrated to confirm the
charge transfer from donor (triphenylene core) to the acceptor
(phenazine core) in the excited state.[63]

2.6. Thermogravimetric analysis

Thermal stability of all novel intermediate and final discotic
mesogens (5 a�5 c & 6 a�6 d) was investigated by using

thermogravimetric analysis (TGA). All the samples were subject
to heat scan of 10 8C min-1 under nitrogen atmosphere as
shown in Figure 6. The intermediate compounds (5 a�5 c)
show no weight loss till 345 8C (Figure 6a) and final mesogenic
compounds (6 a�6 d) exhibit thermal stability without weight
loss until 325 8C (Figure 6b). Upon further increasing temper-
ature, intermediate and final compounds initiated weight loss
around 353 8C-375 8C (5 a�5 c) and 344 8C-355 8C (6 a�6 d),
respectively. All the compounds decompose completely at
520 8C-540 8C. The thermal stability of all the compounds is
much higher than their isotropic temperature. However, the
thermal stability of intermediate compounds was higher than
the final discotic mesogens. Hence, all the compounds are
thermally stable over a broad temperature range.

3. Charge carrier mobility

We further examined the charge carrier mobility of a
representative compound 6 b using the time of flight (ToF)
method. First, the LC sample was filled in the ITO cell with cell
gap of 9.2 mm and then excited by Nd:YAG pulsed laser having
excitation wavelength of 355 nm and 5 ns pulse width. The
generation of charge carriers was examined by applying the
bias of 90 to 150 V (Figure 7 and 8). The transit time (Tr) of
charge carriers was obtained by the transient photocurrent
curve. The induced charge displacement was recorded by a
digital oscilloscope (Agilent, DSO 1012 A) connected to a
current amplifier Keithley 428.

In general, the mobility (m) is calculated using the formula;
m ¼ d2=t:V , where t is the transient time obtained by photo-
current curves, V is the applied voltage and d is the thickness
of ITO cell. We adopted more precise method to calculate
mobility in which, we first plotted a curve between transient

time and inverse of voltage i. e. t ¼ d2

m

� �
1
V

� �
. In this relation the

value of slope is equivalent to d2/m. Then, mobility is calculated
using the formula; m= d2/slope. The charge carrier mobility as a
function of temperature is plotted in Figure 9.

Figure 5. (a) Optimized molecular structure of compound 6 b. (b) HOMO and
LUMO frontier molecular orbital of 6 b at the B3LYP/6.311G (d) level. EH and EL

represents energies of highest occupied molecular orbital (HOMO) and the
lowest unoccupied molecular orbital (LUMO), respectively.

Figure 6. Thermogravimetric analysis of intermediate (5 a�5 c) and final discotic mesogens (6 a�6 d).
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We observed that compound 6 b exhibits charge transport
having hole mobility in the order of 10�4 cm2V�1s�1 in discotic
hexagonal columnar phase which is comparable to recently
reported articles.[68�71] In the present investigation, discotic
material (6 b) exhibited p-type (hole) charge transport due to
large triphylene core whereas charge transport due to electron
associated to small phenazine was not fairly detected. Another
reason for the absence of electron charge transport could be
the trapping of electron by space charges or oxygen vacancies
in the material. Usually, the value of charge mobility is invarient
of temperature for a particular mesophase regime,[71] however,
Kato et al. have shown the temperature dependent nature of
mobility but physical mechanism behind this characteristic is
not discussed.[72] We found that the charge carrier mobility
increases with increasing temperature following a power law.[73]

mðTÞ ¼ C:T n ð1Þ

Where C and n are an arbitrary constant and an exponent,
respectively.

In general, the temperature dependent mobility of single
crystalline materials follows the power law[74] having negative
value of exponent, n, varies between 0.5 to 3. For disordered
mesogenic system, its value can be larger than 3. As mobility
versus temperature curves are fitted well in the power law
(eqn. 1), which signifies that the columnar molecular assembly
is unidirectionally oriented and p-stacked columnar molecular
assembly gradually grows as a function of temperature.

Current-voltage (I�V) characteristics of compound 6 b as a
function of voltage at different temperatures, ranging from 70
to 170 oC, were carried out using Keysight B2902 A Precision
Source/Measure Unit (SMU). During the measurement, the
temperature of ITO cell was maintained with an accuracy of
�0.1 oC using the Linkam TMS 93 hot plate. The current versus
voltage (I�V) curves follow Ohmic behavior for a region of low

Figure 7. Transient photocurrent curves of compound 6 b at (a) 80 oC and (b)
100 oC with the variation of voltage from + 90 to + 150 V.

Figure 8. Transient time versus inverse of voltage curve was linearly fitted to
get slope of curve.

Figure 9. Hole mobility of compound 6 b as a function of temperature. The
solid line shows the fitting of experimental data by using equation 1. The
values of exponent n and arbitrary constant C are found to be 3.6 and 1.09
3 10�11, respectively.
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voltages from �10 to + 10 V.[74] The charge-transport in the
investigated LC system is due to the donor-acceptor mecha-
nism of charge carriers between phenazine and triphenylene
moieties. The variation of current on the temperature scale also
follows the power law as shown in Figure 10, which is in good

agreement with the aforementioned temperature dependent
behavior of mobility. This material is quite suitable for charge
transportation at high temperatures and potential applications
in the high temperature electronic devices and photovoltaics.

Relative permittivity of discotic mesogen 6 b as a function
of temperature was evaluated at 3 kHz using a HP4284
Impedance/Gain-Phase Analyzer. In Figure 11 shows that rela-

tive permittivity increases with the decrease in temperature
which is attributed to the thermally fluctuating p-stacked
columnar molecular assembly of discotic mesogens.

4. Conclusions

The phenazine fused triphenylene discotic core containing
alkanethiols and alkoxy chains have been successfully synthes-
ised and characterised. These p�extended intermediate dibro-
minated phenazine derivatives and final alkanethiols containing
phenazine fused TP derivatives were self organized into
hexagonal columnar mesophase over a broad temperature
range. The mesomorphic properties of all the compounds were
further confirmed by polarized optical microscopy and differ-
ential scanning calorimetry. Hexagonal columnar structure of
the liquid crystalline compounds was further confirmed by X-
ray diffraction studies. All these phenazine derivatives exhibit
excellent photophysical properties in anhydrous chloroform
solvent. Charge carrier mobility of representative compound
(6 b) was measured by the TOF techniques, which reveals that
compound (6 b) exhibits p-type (hole) mobility of order 10�4

cm2 V�1 s�1. The mobility of charge carriers increases with
increase in temperature following to a power law. This behavior
of synthesized LC material is similar to single crystalline
materials. The current-voltage characteristics follow ohmic
behavior. The p-extended phenazine fused triphenylene based
columnar DLCs may play a significant role in organic optoelec-
tronic devices and solar cells applications.

Supporting Information Summary

The general methods, experimental procedure, DSC thermo-
grams, 1H NMR and 13C NMR spectra of intermediate and final
compounds have been provided in the supporting information.
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