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History of E-resources 

 E-resources, it is generally meant to address 
books/journals in electronic format, which are accessible 
through Internet 

 

 Adonis, one of the first e-journal experiences, appeared in 
pilot form at the end of the 1980s and was finally launched 
as a commercial product in 1991. This is the earliest 
reference we found when were looking for the information 
on “First ever published e-Journal”.  

 

 Adonis provided page images of journals from few major 
publishers in Science and distributed them on CD-ROMS. 



ARIST Review Article On Electronic Publishing 

Early Network Delivery Projects 

Name of Project Date Begun Institutions Initially Involved 

Comserve  1986 
Communication Institute for 

Online Scholarship 

Interpersonal Computing 

and Technology Journal  (IPCT-J) 
1993 

Association for Educational 

Communications and  Technology et al.  

High-Energy Physics- 

Theory (HEP-TH) 
1991 

American Physical Society 

(APS) et al. 

Online Journal of Current 

Clinical Trials 
1992 

American Association for the Advancement 

of Science 

Postmodern Culture 1990 
University of Virginia's Institute for Advanced 

Technology in the Humanities. 

Psycoloquy 1990 American Psychological Association 

Public-Access Computer 

Systems Review (PACS-Review) 
1990 University of Houston Libraries 

*Peek, R. P., & Pomerantz, J. P. (1998). Electronic Scholarly Journal Publishing. In M. E. Williams (Ed.), Annual Review of Information Science and Technology 

(Vol. 33, pp. 321- 356). Medford, NJ: Information Today, Inc. 



Early Commercial Publishers of 
Electronic Journals 

 Springer 

 Elsevier 

 John-Wiley 

 Blackwell etc. 

 Print Subscription included access to electronic version  

 A cap on print subscription value would include access 

to Electronic version 

Initial Pricing Models 



Advantages of becoming e-only 

 Access to multiple users 

 24x7 access 

 No geographical barrier to access e-resources as VPN is 

enabled 

 Reduced shelf space 

 Real time access to published papers 

 No Follow up to get missing  issues 



RRI library and E-resources 

 The first e-journal subscribed at RRI was “Science” in the 
year 1997. 

 By 2007 , 50% of the subscription included both print 
and electronic 

 Most of the core titles became e-only in 2012. 
 However following are the few core titles which are still 

requested to be continued as Print + online 
• Science News 
• Nature 
• Nature Physics 
• Physics Today 
• Astronomy Magazine 
• Scientific American 

 



Promotional activities of e-resources at RRI 

A separate Web page for e-resources 



NKRC Resources at RRI 

As of 2015 
 

 Number of Journals accessible- 1724  
 Number of Relevant journals for core Research – 640 
 Number publishers - 17   

 
 



In house Meeting Poster 



User Orientation/workshops on 
information products 

RRI library has been conducting workshop and 
training programs regularly, once at least annually. 
 

 Workshop by Web of Science 
 

 Training program by SciFinder 
 

 Training program on IEEE Explore 



Library Orientation program 

 This is an annual event from library to introduce new 
research scholars to the library services and resources. 

 

 A power point presentation of 45 minutes, followed by 
the   physical tour of the library is the scheduled program. 

 

  RRI library uses this platform  generously to promote  
      e-resources. 

 



Library Brochure 



Promotional Activities - A survey of 
DST Institutes 

 Number of DST Labs/Institutes - 25  

 Number of Labs/Institutes having full fledged Library 

services - 18 

 Surveyed Institutes - 17 

 Response received - 8 

 Response rate is <50% 

 
(e-mail was sent to all the nodal officers followed by telephone calls) 



Survey result 

Lab/Inst. Name 
Web 

Page 

Training 

 to use 

e-

resources 

Library 

orientati

on to 

students 

Email 

alerts 

Library 

Blog 

Social 

media 

Brochure

/ poster/ 

Book 

marks 

Personal 

contact/ 

One to 

one 

Reported 

no 

activity 

 

Bose Institute 
No 

activity 

Centre for Nano and soft 

matter  

Sciences 
yes yes 

Indian Association of 

Cultivation of Science yes yes 

Indian Institute of 

Astrophysics yes yes yes yes yes yes yes 

Indian Institute of 

Geomagnetism yes yes 

Institute of Advanced 

Study in Science and 

technology 

yes yes yes yes 

Jawaharlal Centre for 

advanced research yes yes yes yes 

Wadia Institute of 

Himalayan geology  Yes 



Analysis 

 Most popular promotional activity is conducting 
training programs  

 Creating a separate web page with links to e-
resources  and e-mail alerts are the next two popular 
activities 

 Indian Institute of Astrophysics has done maximum 
promotion 

 Bose Institute has reported “No activity” 

 



Downloads & downloads: 
 a bane or a boon? 

Less 
Downloads 

More 
Downloads 

Publishers 
enhance their 
fee based on 

usage statistics 

Find Cause for 
More 

Downloads 

Moderate 
usage advised 

Promote Usage 

Consortia at Risk 
Take corrective action 

 



CSIR Downloads in 2007 

Full-Text  UK 
India  
CSIR 

Download  102 Mil 3.9 Mil 
 Download  

per User 
47 558* 

Downloads 2007 39,00,000 

Articles/Journal 975 

Articles/Journal/Lab 24 

No. articles/Journal/Year 150 

% Usage Per Journal (all Years) 16% 



CSIR Downloads* 

1 NEERI 2,41,837 2,067 

2 URDIP 11,225 1,604 

3 CSIO 1,83,328 1,567 

4 IICB 1,14,579 1,548 

5 NISCAIR 69,257 1,004 

6 CLRI 1,11,600 946 

7 NCL 5,60,926 840 

8 IICT 6,06,808 744 

9 CSMCRI 1,13,301 713 

10 CSIR HQ 57,079 696 

11 IHBT 60,815 668 

12 NPL 1,78,842 641 

13 ITRC 83,659 620 

14 CCMB 93,898 516 



Inference 

 Investment in e-resources is enormous 

 Promotion of e- resources is a necessary segment in 
research institute. 

 Existence of e-resources for the past two decades has 
brought in lot of awareness amongst Users. 

 More downloads in initial years could be attributed to the 
curiosity of librarians and user community. 

 Downloads should stabilize with the progression of time 



Inference 

 A recent taskforce meeting of CSIR directors has brought 
in a discussion on increased percapita downloads per 
scientists per year in one of the CSIR laboratories. 

 
 This is a cause of concern as e resources are no more 

novice to CSIR labs. 
 
 What could be the cause?? 

• Any systematic downloads observed? 
• Institutional repository is being built? At times this  

may lead to more downloads 
• Extensive downloads for Inter Library loan?  



Conclusion 
 “Promoting e resources” and “Analysis of the usage” are 

the two sides of a coin 
 

 Promotion is done basically to enhance usage 
 

 Unrealistic usage like systematic downloads is 
questionable 

 

 Downloads and page views could be misleading in usage 
analysis 

 

 Evidence based usage analysis is the most appropriate 
method  

 Wherever Possible advocate users to use Institutional 
repositories to download In house Publications and many 
other open sources 

 



Thank You  


